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DTV standard over time, and stated our intention to consider incopration into our rules of proposed 
changes that reflect the kind of broad industry comsus  developed through ATSC’s standards-making 
procedures. In the NPRM, we sought comment on whether our rules should be further changed to reflect 
any revisions to the ATSC DTV standard N53B since the August 7,2001, version.‘1s 

In response, the Advanced Television Systems Committee (“ATSC”) indicates that it has 
made changes to its “ATSC Digital Television Standard (N53B)” since its August, 2001 standard.‘16 
According to ATSC, the ATSC DTV Standard (NS3B) has been amended to include Amendment 1, 
which sets forth the Active Format Descriptor (“AFD”).’17 ATSC states that AFD is intended to help 
avoid the “postage stamp” effect that can result from mismatched aspect ratios?” The AFD function 
provides the ability to communicate to the display device the “active area” of the video signal. For 
example, it can communicate to a display that a 4x3 video signal contains within it a letterboxed 16x9 
video image. ATSC states that while use of AFD is optional under the standard, it believes that to the 
extent broadcasters want to implement this functionality, it is important that it be done in a way that is 
consistent with the Standard.31g 

143. 

144. CEA and Sharp request that we adopt Amendment 1 but also require broadcasters to 
transmit AFD infonimtion and ‘bar data” whenever the active area of video does not fill the coded 
frame.’2o Sony Electronics also supports making use of AFD mandatory and suggests that the 
Commission determine an appropriate phase-in period for.implementing AFD in order to minimize any 
burden on broadcasters for updating their digital broadcast equipment (potentially through software 
upgrade) to incorporate the AFD functionality.’*’ MSTVMAB states that while the development of the 
AFD is a valuable enhancement to the DTV standard, they do not think that transmission of AFD data 
needs to be mandatory?u MSTVMAE suggests that market forces will be sufficient to ensure use of the 
descriptor in appropriate  circumstance^.'^^ 

145. We find that it is desirable and appropriate to update our DTV rules to recognize 

315 See Second DTY Periodic NPRM, 18 FCC Rcd at 1320 a 113. 

See id. The version currently specified in Section 73.682(d) of the rules, 47 C.F.R 73.682(d), is dated Augtnt 
7, 2001. Section 73.682(d) also sjnxifies that DTV transrmss . ions are not nquired to comply with portioos of the 
ATSC DTV Standard that make reference to 18 specific video formats, defined in terms of, e.&, screen aspcct 
ratios, frame rates and type of scanning. 

317 See <hnp: / /www.at sc .org / s tandnrds /a_53b-~~-~~t - l -2 .~ .  

316 

3’8 “Postage stamp video” occurs when a wide image is letterboxed into a 4:3 broadcast (black top & bottom), and 
the 4:3 broadcast is column boxed onto the display. Sharp Comments at 5. The Consumer Federation of America 
asserts that consumers purchasing new DTV sets are liable to encounter this problem. CFA Reply at 1. 

’19 ATSC Comments at 3. 

320 CEA Comments at 24; Sharp Comments at 5-6. 

See Lctter kom John Godfrey, Sony Electronics, Inc. @ec. 1,2003). 321 

322 MSTVNAEI Reply at 26. 

323 Id. 
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Amendment 1 (May 23,2002) to ATSC DTV Standard M53B (August 7,2001). We decline to mandate 
that broadcasters use the AFD when the active video portion picture does not completely fill the coded 
picture. The revisions in the new version of the ATSC DTV Standard were developed through careful 
consideration and deliberation within the technical committees of ATSC and thus reflect a consensus 
agreement based on the input of parties from various segments of the industry.'" While broadcasters 
will have the option to use AFD, if a station includes AFD data it must follow the ATSC DTV standard. 
As more consumers acquire widescreen aspect ratio sets, the problem of "postage stamp video" will 
become more prevalent if not addressed by broadcasters. Broadcasters should have every incentive to 
make their programming attractive to viewers and to avoid disenfranchising those viewers as they begin 
to adopt DTV. 

146. The ATSC also adopted Amendment 2 to A/53B, which revises the transport section of 
the ATSC Digital Television Standard, Annex C, to update nonnative referrnces to avoid conflicts, and 
to establish a common methodology for carriage of private data in the ATSC Transport Stream.'z5 The 
amendment defines the ATSC Private Information Descriptor for the carriage of private descriptor-based 
data, and it also clarifies rules for use of the MPEG-2 Registration Descriptor mechanism for 
management of private data in the digital multiplex. To be consistent with the current version of the 
ATSC N52 Digital Audio Compression Standard, Amendment 2 revises the way audio language is 
signaled in the ATSC system and specifies the use of IS0639 language encoding to identify written and 
spoken languages. Amendment 2 also specifies some requirements that had been implemented in 
transmission and receiving equipment but not properly specified m N53B. These included the 
requirement that each service with an audio component must include at least one ''COIllplttC main" audio 
service and the requirement that the video Elementary Stream component be identified with MF'EG-2 
stream-type value 2. Upon final approval of the ATSC membership, ATSC suggests that the 
Commission incorporate Amendment 2 to M53B into its rules.326 

147. MSTVNAB, commenting before the completion of Amendment 2, suggests that the 
Commission adopt Amendment 2 into our rules upon final approval of the ATSC Public 
Television states that it strongly supports the comments of ATSC filed in this proceeding that request 
incorporation of N53B Amendment 2 '(transport stream amendments) into Commission rules?'* 
Disney/ABC states that incorporating such changes will help keep the digital standard current, flexible, 
and rele~ant . '~  

148. We will update our DTV rules to recognize Amendment 2, as released by the ATSC on 
May 19, 2003.330 Updating the rules to reflect improvements in the standard will benefit both the public 

324 ATSC comments at 2. 

325 ATSC commnts at 3. 

326 ATSC Comments at 4. 

'*' MSTV/NAB Comments at 32. 

328 Public Television Reply at 43 

329 Disney/ABC Cormnents at 5. 

330 See <http:/ /www.atsc.org/standards/a_53b_witl-2.F.  
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and broadcasters by allowing broadcasters to make technical improvements in their service that will 
enhance the quality of DTV services they provide. Accordingly, we are revising Section 73.682(d) of the 
rules to specify ATSC Doc N53B (ATSC Digital Television Standard, 7 Aug Ol), Revision B with 
Amendment 1 and Amendment 2.”’ We also continue to encourage fiather improvements to the DTV 
standards. Although it will be necessary to conduct additional rule making activity to incorporate such 
changes in the rules, we nonetheless will endeavor to pursue such rule making as quickly as possible, 
either through our periodic review of the DTV transition or through separate proceedings as may be 
appropriate. 

2. PSIP 

149. In the DTV Tuner Order, we stated that we would seek comment on whether the 
Commission should adopt the ATSC Program System and Information Protocol (“PSIP”) standard332 into 
our rules as part of the DTV periodic review process?” PSIP is data that is transmitted along with a 
station’s DTV signal that tells DTV receivers information about the station and what is being broadcast. 
PSIP provides a method for DTV receivers to identify a DTV station and to determint how a receiver can 
tune to it.3u PSIP identifies both the DTV channel and the associated NTSC channel and enables DTV 
receivers to associate the two channels, thereby making it easy for viewers to tune to the DTV station 
even if they do not know the channel number.”’ In addition to identifjmg the channel number, PSIP tells 
the receiver whether multiple program channels are being broadcast and, if so, how to find them. It also 
identifies whether the programs are closed captioned, and conveys available v-chip informatiion, among 
other things.336 The Commission has recognized the utility that the ATSC PSIP Standard offers for both 

33’ As provided in the currmt Section 73.682(d) and as set forth in the Commission’s decision adopting the ATSC 
standards for DTV service in Fourth Report and Order in the DTV proceeding we have not incorporsted Section 
5.1.2 (“Compression format constraints’? of h e x  A (“Video Syshnrr characttristics”) and the phrase ”see Table 
3” in Section 5.1.1 Table 2 and Section 5.1.2 Table 4. See Fourth Rcport and Order in MM Docket No. 87-268, 
11 FCC Rcd 17771 (1996). 

332 See “Program and System Information for Broadcast and Cable,” Advanced Television Systems Cormnitttc, 
Doc. A/65B, Rev. B to PSIP for Terrestrial Broadcast and Cable (”ATSC N65B”) (Mar. 18,2003). 

333 DTV Tuner Order, 17 FCC Rcd at page numbcr, 1 55. We stated that in the iaterim we will continue to support 
and encourage the voluntary use of the PSIP specification by broadcasters and cable operators and its inclusion in 
consumer electronics equipmnt. Section 73.682(d) of our rules includes a reference to the ATSC PSIP Standard 
as a document that licensees may consult for guidance. 

See ATSC’s PSIP website at <http://www.psip.ors/>. 334 

335 Linkages between analog and DTV channels are managed through the DTV “‘Tramp~~t Stream Identitier‘‘ and 
analog ‘“Transmission Signal ID” (Both, ‘YrSID”). See ATSC N65B, 6.3.1 Terrestrial Virtual charmel Table p. 
32; EWCEA-608-B. The Association for Maximum Service Television ( “ M S V )  has UnderhLen the task of 
maintaining a list of TSIDs. See -&ttp://www.mstv.org/downloMSXDASGN.dW. ATSC also coordinates the 
TSID registration process. 6.3.1 Terrestrial Virtual Channel Table, ATSC N65B at 32, note 6. 

336 As will be discussed in sections J. 3 and K., inpa, PSIP enables the proper functioning of v-chip and cloaed 
captioning. See CPBlWGBH National Centex for Accessible Media Comments (WCAM“) at 5; Tim Collings 
Conxmnts at 1; Joel Fedcrman Comments at 3. 
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broadcasters and consumers?" In the NPRM, we sought comment on whether to muire the use of PSIP 
and which aspects of PSIP should be adopted into our rules?'* We also sought comment on, among othcr 
things, whether and how broadcasters include PSIP information with their digital broadcast signals and 
also how consumer'electronics equipment manufacturers build equipment to search for information in 
DTV signals. 

150. Commenters almost uniformly agree that PSIP is an important element of the DTV 
System and is essential to reliable, real-world operation and the success of the DTV t~anaition.3'~ 
MS.TV/NAB states that most broadcasters now recognize and support the use of PSIP?" ATSC asserts 
that consistent broadcaster implementation of PSIP will allow consumer electronics manufacturers to 
design receivers that can easily tune to DTV channels to provide viewers with a good user experience.u' 
Cox Broadcasting says that by requiring broadcasters to use PSIP, the Commission would create 
marketplace certainty for equipment manufacturers so that they have incentive to invest in innovative 
devices that would rely on the PSIP standard?" CEA states that PSIP functionalities enable a Viewing 
experience that competes with delivery by DVD, satellite, and cable." In addition, CEA extols PSIP for 
allowing broadcasters to build on their existing brand-identity, allowing transparent changes in DTV 
assignments, and allowing transparent tuning of associated translator  station^.^ 

151. Zenith states that although some broadcasters are voluntarily transmitting PSIP 
information, it is often improperly implemented, thereby diminishing the value of PSP and causing 
consumer confusion." ATSC reports that acquisition of a DTV channel not transmitting PSP is often 
significantly slower than acquisition of a channel with PSIP.~ sharp states that because the PSIP 

337 The channel mapping protocols contained in the PSIP identification stream could help resolve issues associated 
with digital channel positioning. Carriage of Digital Television Broadcast Signah, 16 FCC Rcd 2598. 2635 
(2001) (petitions for reconsideration pending). See also First DTV Periodic Review Second Report and Order, 17 
FCC Rcd at 16003 7 55. 

338SecondDTVPeriodic NPRM, 18FCCRcdat 1320-21,fl114-18. 

339 See ATSC Comments at 5; MSTVRJAB Comments at 27. See aho Public Television Commnts at 43; CEA 
Comments at 24-31; NCAM Connaents at 4; Cox Broadcasting Conrmcnta at 7; Harris Comments at 8-10; shrp 
Comments at 6; Thornson Gmnucnts at 11; D h e y  Comments at 2,5-6; CERC Commnts at 10; Zenith Reply at 3. 
But See Fireweed Communications LLC Feb. 5,2004 ex parte (stathg that in its market m South Ccniral 
there are virtually no viewers, so PSIP is not important.) 

''O MSTVMAB Comments at 27 and footnote 36 (projeCtiap that 84.46 perccnf of respondents to a hte-2002 PsP 
s w e y  expect to utilize PSIP by May 1,2003.) 

See ATSC Comments at 5. 

'42 Cox Broadcasting Cormnents at 6-7. 

'43 CEA Comments at 25. 

CEA Comments at 26. 

Zenith Reply at 4. 

344 

345 

346 See ATSC Comments at 5 .  
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standard is not mandatory, digital equipment must be designed to recognize both correct PSIP 
information and incorrect PSIP information, and discard the latter or attempt to understand what was 
meant to be ~ommunicated.’~’ Sharp further states that incomct PSIP information m y  actually have 
significant adverse affects on other broadcasters when, for example, a broadcaster’s programming is 
blocked or the program of one broadcaster may appear on another broadcaster’s channel.w Hanis 
reports that because different receivers have been designed to operate under different assumptions of 
what broadcasters intend to cany in the PSIP and program streams, receivers may reboot, lock up, or 
display blank screens when encountering different stream conditions.m Tribune asserts that action by 
the Commission now will avoid needless consumer frustration and confusion and will almost certainly 
help speed up the digital tran~ition.”~ 

152. We conclude that adoption of ATSC N65B (PSIP) into OUT broadcast transmission 
standards will serve the public interest. As pointed out by connncnters, during the development of PSIP, 
the ATSC carefully considered which elements of PSP should be mandatory and which should be 
optional?” Further, based its experience with the deployment of over 180 PSIP systems, Harris states 
that it is not aware of any difficulties that are experienced by either the broadcaster or the viewing 
consumer if the ATSC N65B PSIP standard is properly We find the cost to 
broadcasters of implementhg PSIP will be minor in comparison to the overall costs of converting to 
DTV and will provide many options to expand on the investments they have made to convert to DTV?53 
We therefore require that broadcasters fully implement PSIP to the extent that ATSC N65B 
In order to give broadcasters adequate time to come into compliance, this requirement shall take effect 
120 days after publication in the Fedcral Register?” We expect broadcasters to populate the required 
tables and descriptors with the proper information to help receivers assemble fimctioning guides. All 

Sharp Comments at 10. 

348 siwp comments at 10. 

Hanis Comments at 8. 

347 

349 

350 Tribune Reply at 4. 

ATSC Comments at 7; CEA Comments at 25. 351 

352  arris comments at 9. 

353 Harris reports that based on its experience as a manufacturer of broadcast station PSIP equipnmt, it curzently 
would cost a DTV broadcast station $29,900 for full implementation of PSIP, including all Program aud System 
tables. Harris Comments at 9 

According to N65, the PSIP mandatory tables are: Master Guide Table (MGT); Tcmsaial Virtual charmel 
Table (TVCI) Event Information Tables (EIT-0 to EIT-3); System Tim Table (S“); Rating Region Table 
(RRT). According to N65, the RRT is not mandatory for the U.S. region (0x01). Transmispion of the RRT is not 
necessary where the content advisory ratings table is fixed, as is the c ~ s e  now in the U.S. If the ratings system were 
to change, however, or an addition to the raw system were to be adopted, broadcasters would have to transmit a 
new RRT in order to transmit the new or additio~l ratings information. See section N.J.3., in*, for discussion 
of the RRT. 

355 See amended 47 C.F.R. 8 73.682(d) in Appendix B. 

354 
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tables and descriptors that require one time setup should be set comtly,  including TSID, Short Channel 
Name, Service Type, Modulation Mode, Source ID, and Service Location Descriptor. ATSC N65B also 
requires that broadcasters send populated EITs covering at least a 12 hour period. These EITs should bc 
populated with the correct information, so that the user knows what programs are on for this 12 hour 
period. Also, we expect that manufacturers will have every incentive to build equipment that looks to 
PSIP for its basic functionality, but we will revisit the issue if ncccB88sy. Stan- use of thc data 
transmitted through PSIP will ensure that the full benefits and innovations of the new digital system will 
be available to the public.’” 

153. Major/Minor Channel Numbers. In the NPRM, we noted that the ATSC PSIP standard 
attaches the assignment of “rajor channel number” values to a broadcaster’s current NTSC RF channel 
number regardless of the actual RF channel used for DTV transmission, and sought comment on whethcr 
there was any need to modify this standard.”’ For example, a broadcaster who operates an NTSC service 
on channel 4 and a DTV service on channel 27 would use the major channel 4. The PSIP “minor charmel 
number” is used to identify programs and other services, which are a part of the DTV service. For 
example, channel 4.1 may be an HDTV program service and it may be multiplexed with an SDTV 
service, which is channel 4.2. According to ATSC, this allows a viewer to easily “surf‘ from, for 
example, 4.0 (NTSC) to 4.1 (HDTV) to 4.2 (SDTV). ATSC, MSTVNAB, and otkn state that the 
majodminor channel number scheme established in ATSC N65B will be useful? ATSC states that the 
P S P  Standard defines spccific requirements for use of “major channel numbed’ to provide viewers with 
a uniform methodology to access DTV senices and to avoid conflict with duplicative numbers in a 
market. The major channel number also allows broadcasters to maintain their local brand identifkation. 
We see no reason to modify this standard. During the deVelOpmat of PSIP, ATSC r ~ ~ g n i &  that in 
some situations broadcasters would need to deviate from the rule that the major channel number is the 
same as the broadcaster’s NTSC channel number and created certain exceptions?’p We agnc with 
ATSC and MSTV/NAE3 that these exceptions should provide broadcasters with the necessary flexibility 
to address most circumstances. To the extent broadcasters have a unique situation that is not provided 
for in PSP, the Commission may grant exceptions on a case-by-case basis. The correct TSIDs must be 

356 PSIP enables improvements to program guides, closed csptionin& and use of v-chip, and enables channel 
number navigation using the familiar analog channel numbm to tune to new digital channel assigmaents. 

”’ Second DTV Periodic N P M ,  18 FCC Rcd at 1321-22 q117. See “Program and System Informrtioa for 
Broadcast and Cable,” Advanced Television Systems Committee, Doc. A/65B, Rev. B to PSIP for Tmestrial 
Broadcast and Cable (“ATSC A/65B), Annex B, Assignment of Major Channel Numbers for Terrestrial 
Broadcast in the U.S. (Mar. 18,203). 

ATSC Comments at 6; MSTVNAB Comments at 28; Sharp Comments at 12-13; Harris Commentp at 9. 

359 See ATSC Program and System Information Protocol, Armex B, Additional Constrai~ts on Virtual charmel 
Table For the U.S. Exceptions are, for example: (1) if a broadcaster without an NTSC broadcast ficcnsc applies 
and receives a license for a digital broadcast charmel, the major channel number should be the same as the DTV RF 
channel; (2) if a broadcaster o w  or controls broadcast licenscs for two or more di&rcnt RF chsllnels having 
overlapping service areas, a common major channel number for al l  services on all chanmls m y  be used; (3) if a 
broadcaster includes in its DTV service pmgramdq originating fium a dif€enmt licensed broadcaster, the major 
channel number of the original broadcast may be used as long as it is coordinnted to avoid codiw,  and, (4) for a 
translated signal, the major/minor channel numbers shall remain the same as the original broadcast station lmless 
the major channel conflicts with a broadcaster operating in the scrvice area of the translator. In that case, the 
translator changes the major nuaha to a nonconflicting number. Id. 
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used to ensure that receivers link the analog, and digital channels properly. Accordmgly, broadcasters arc 
required to transmit the TSIDs assigned for their stations in their digital transmission. During the 
transition period while both analog and digital signals are broadcast, stations are required to transmit the 
NTSC TSID in line 2 1, field 2 in order for the receiver to locate the programs referenced m PSIP. 

3. PSIP and DTV V-Chip 

154. In the NPRM we asked if the Commission needs to do more to ensure that v-chip 
functionality is available in the digital world. While the Commission’s rules require that digital 
television receivers have the capability to enable viewers to block the display of programs with a 
common rating, the technical standards to achieve this goal are not specified. We expressed concern that 
the lack of a specific r e q u h e n t  .may lead to confusion among broadcasters and manufacturers with 
regard to where to place program rating information, resulting in the failure of the blocking functionality 
that the vchip provides. Accordingly, we sought comment on whether the Commission should adopt the 
provisions of the ATSC N65A standard that requires all digital television broadcasters to place v-chtp 
rating information in the PSP. We also asked whether it was necessaTy to require equipment 
manufacturers to develop equipment that accesses program rating infmtion in the PSIP. Finally, wc 
requested comment on a Petition for Rulemaking filed by CEA which sought to incuxporate industry 
standard EIA/CEA - 766 into the Commission’s rules to facilitate v-chip functionality m digital 
receivers. 

155. As an initial matter, we reiterate that this Order adopts the ATSC N65 PSIP standard in 
its entirety?@’ This Order also requires that broadcasters transmit all mandatory tables and descriptors of 
PSIP with their digital programming. Accordingly, the Event Information Tables (“EITs”) defined within 
PSIP will contain any available Content Advisory Descriptors (“CADS”) for broadcast 
This uniform transmission practice will ensure that various receiver manufacturers can more readily 
design products which will search for and react to program rating information on a consistent basis. 
Sharp Electronic Corporation states that numerous consumer electronics companies are currently 
designing andor selling digital televisions that utilize the content advisory data as defined in the PSIP.w 
While we believe that this is indeed the case, we are nonetheless adopting rules to require digital 

television receivers to look for the content advisory descriptors in the ElTs?” 

156. The PSIP carries the Rating Region Table (“RRT”), which describes the content advisory 

See section N.J.2., supra. 

The PSIP requirements do not mandate broadcaster use of v-chip but rather require that broadcastem that 
choose to provide v-chip blocking inforxxmtion do so by following the PSlP protocols. For tarestrial broadcast, if 
parental advisory information is to be provided, the Content Advisory Descriptor is required m thc EM’, which is 
an e l m n t  of the PSIP Standard. See ATSC N65B at 6 6.9.4; ATSC C ~ m t s  at 8. See also Inrplementation of 
Sections 551(c), (d). and (e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996: Technical Requirements to Enable Blocking 
of Vidw Programming Based on Program Ratings, 13 FCC Rcd 11248, 11259 (1998) (“V-chip Order“); 47 
U.S.C. QQ 303(x), 330(cx4). 

See Sharp Comments at 15. 

363 47 U.S.C. Q 330(c) instructs the Commission to oversee “the adoption of scandnrds by indutry for blocking 
technology,” and to ensure that blocking capability continues to be available to consumem as tcchmlogy advances. 
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rating system being used.’M ATSC in their comment states that: “the PSIP Standard docs provide the 
ability to extend or replace the content advisory system in the US. by assignment of a new, different 
rating region code. Receivers that are built compliant with CEA standards and recommended practices 
will support an additional new system with one or more independent cateMes,  each with a series of 
levels definable by a new RRT.” Some have expressed concem that the current ratings system is “hard- 
wired” into digital televisions, making modifications impossible on existing We pera l ly  believe 
that the ability to modify the culTtnt content advisory system is beneficial. The suggestion by ATSC to 
use a different US rating region codt for any additional new rating system ensures that the older RRT 
remains intact for legacy digital receivers that have not been designed to process newer versions of the 
RRT. These legacy digital receivers could continue to be used and would not be rendered obsolete. At 
the same time, newer digital receivers would be able to recognize and respond to an additional rating 
system. Accordingly, to ensure the ability to modify the content advisory system, receives must be able 
to process newer RRT version numbers or use new rating region codes as suggested by ATSC.= 

As requested by CEA, we are adopting by reference EIA-766=’ U.S. and Canadian 
Rating Region Tables (RRT). We note that the adoption of the standard will not preclude manufacturers 
from incorporating additional blocking standards or techniques into receivers.= Therefore, additional 
blocking techniques that are dependent only on inputs such as the date, time of day, or television chanuel, 
may be incorporated into television receivers as manufacturers see fit. 

157. 

158. Additionally, we are adopting our proposal to apply v-chip rules to digital television 
receivers +dh displays in the 16:9 aspect ratio that am 7.8 inches or greater in height. F u r t h m ,  we 
are requiring that v-chip technology be included in all digital television receivers with integrated 4:3 
displays measuring at least 13 inches diagonally.‘” Similar to our requirements for closed caption 
capabilities in digital television receivers, the rules will also be applicable to DTV tuners which a& sold 
without an associated display device.37o 

159. Finally, we are inclined to provide a transition period for manufacturers to ,begin 
producing compliant digital television receivers. We understand that the design cycle of a television 
receiver model is generally about 18 months. The Commission has previously taken into consideration 

Without the information in the RRT, the program rating icons (e.g., TV-W or PG-13) will be displayed, but the 364 

explanations of the icons will not. 

See Tim Collings CormMents at 2 4 ,  Lmer from Tim Collings to Marlenc Dortch, FCC, dated OctDba 24,2003 
at 2. See uko Letter from Rep. Edward J. Markey to chairman Michael K. Pow~ll, FCC, dated January 29,2003. 

3M 47 U.S.C. $330(c)(4). See also amendment to 47 C.F.R. $ 15.12qd) in Appcndix B. 

EIA-766 specifies the exact syntnx to be used to define the US and Canadian RRTs in accordance with N65, as 
well as exact syntax to be uscd for the CADS that convey the rating information. 

See Tim Colhgs Comments at 2. 368 

369 47 U.S.C. $ 303(x). 

370 Closed Cuptioning Requirements for Digitul Teleniwn Receivers, 15 FCC Rcd 16788, 16805 91 47 (2000) 
(“DTV Closed Captioning order)‘). 
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receiver design cycles in proceedings that required the introduction of new television te~hnology?’~ We 
also understand that many manufacturers are currmtly relying on EIA 766 to comply with the 
Commission’s v-chip requirements as applied to digital receivers?” Our existing requirement that digital 
television receivers react in a similar manner as analog televisions when progranrmed to block specific 
rating categories ensures that digital receivers will continue to respond to v-chip information during the 
phase-in period. Therefore, we believe it is reasonable to provide an 18 month transition period. After 
the transition period, all digital television receivers will be required to provide vchip fimctions following 
the regulations that we adopr in this proceeding. 

4. PSIP and LPTVfIV Translators 

160. We also requested comment on issues concerning the implications of PSIP on Me 
operation of TV translator facilities. We requested comment on how the proper PSIP information is to be 
provided on TV translator rebroadcasts and who will be responsible for ensuring that that information is 
provided. We also requested comment regarding the costs of providhg PSIP informaton 011 TV 
translators as well as any other concerns that translator operators might have in implementing PSIP on 
their DTV operations.’” We received comments h m  CEA, ATSC, Public Television, and Harris in 
response to our questions. In August 2003, the Commission initiated .a proceeding to examine issues 
related to the authorization of digital translators and boosters?” Because the record will be more 
specifically tailored to LPTV, translators, and boosters, we will address the implications of PSIP on those 
facilities in connection with the DigitaltPTYproceading. 

K. DTV Closed Captioning 

1 6 1. The Television Decoder Circuitry Act of 1990 requires generally that television receivers 
contain circuitry that is able to decode and display closed The Act also directs the 
Commission to take such action that it determines appropriate to ensure that c l o d  captioning service 
continues to be available to consumers as new technology is developed?“ In accotdance with the Act, in 
July, 2000, the Commission adopted regulations with regard to the functioning of digital television 

37’ See, e.g., V-Chip Order, 13 FCC Rcd at 11256-57 fB 21-24; D W  Closed Coptioning Urder, 15 FCC Rcd at 
16807-08 n54-58. 

372 See Expedited Petition for Rulemaking, tiled in ET Dock& No. 97-206, RM 9832 (Jan 12,2000) at 3. A copy 
of this Petition for Rulemaking has been included in the docket of this proceeding. 

373 We further note that a similar issue arises with cable service when a broadcast DTV signal or its rssociated 
analog signal is carried on a cable system on a channel that is Werent h m  its broadcast signal. PSIP in the 
context of cable carriage is a topic in a pending proceed@. &miage of Digital Telairion B d a s t  Signals, 16 
FCC Rcd 2598,2635 (2001) (petitions for reconsidmtionpdmg). 

314 Amendment of Parts 73 and 74 of the Commirsion’s Rules to Establish Rules for Digital Lav Power Televirion. 
Television Translator, and Television Booster Stations and to Amend Rules for Digital class A Television Staiions, 
18 FCC Rcd 18365 (2003) (“Digital LPTV Notice”). 

375 Pub. L. No. 101431, 104 Stat. 960 (1990) (codified at 47 U.S.C. §§303(u), 33O(b)). 

376 47 U.S.C. 5 330@). 
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receivers and closed captioning  service^.'^ The DTV Closed Captioning Order inunporated Section 9 of 
the EWCEA standard EIA-708-B with minor modifications into the Commission’s rules. This in- 
standard provides guidelines for caption providers as well as encoder and decoder mrmuhtums to 
implement closed captioning services with digital television technology. The DTV Closed Captioning 
Order also amended Section 79.1 of the Commission’s regulations to require an increasing amount of 
digital programming to be captioned in a format that can be recovered and displayed by decoders meeting 
the EM-708-B standard?78 

As part of Second DTV Periodic N P W ,  the Commission sought comment on whether 
there was additional action that it should take to ensure the accessibility and functioning of closed 
captioning service for digital t e l ev i~ ion .~~  Several commenters asserted that some issues necd to be 
clarified in order for closed captioning services to be consistently and effectively delivered.’”O For 
example, NCAM contends that in some cases broadcasters may not be delivering true DTV caption data 
intended for digital television receivers. Instead, those broadcasters BIT delivering NTSC type data, 
intended for use when digital programming is downconverted for display on analog mivers .  NCAM 
states that, without DTV captioning data, digital receivers may not be able to functim, in the manner in 
which the Commission intended. In fact, some of these receivers may not display any captions at allu’ 

162. 

163. We note that the EIA-708 standard provides comprehensive instructions for the 
encoding, delivery, and display of closed caption information for digital television systems. The standard 
provides for a larger set of captioning characters than the analog captioniug standard, EIA-608. 
However, EIA-708 also supports transport of the analog EIA-608 captioning information for use when a 
digital broadcast is being viewed on an analog receiver through a DTV converter. The rules adopted in 
the DTV Closed Captioning Order were intended to require that the decoder circuitry in digital tuners 
respond primarily to any digitally formatted caption infommtion. Accordingly, co~lsumers who purchase 
DTV receivers will be confident that they will be able to take advantage of the new capabilities of 
captioning in the digital envinmmmt. Thenfore, we hereby clarify that digital television receivers must 
first search for and respond to native EIA-708 closed caption infomation. Only if that information is not 
available in the DTV datastream should the receiver search fur any available transcoded analog 
captioning data conforming to the EIA-608 standard. Furthermore, broadcasters should be aware that 
receivers will be searching for EIA-708 data in all digital broadcasts. If digital programming is to be 
captioned, it must contain EIA-708 data.”* This applies to all digital broadcast programming, regardless 
of whether the programming is delivered in standard deiinition or high definition. 

377 See DTV Closed Captioning Order, IS FCC Rcd 16788 (2000); 47 C.F.R 8 15.122@) (incorpomting by 
reference EIA-708-B, “Digital Television @TV) Closed Captioning,” Electnmics Industries Alliance @ec. 1999) 
(“EIA-708-B”)). 

378 47 C.F.R. 5 79.1. 

379 S. -d DTVPeriodic NPRM, 18 FCC Rcd at 1322,7119. 

See generalb c~mmcnts of MSTVNAB; The CPBWGBH National center for Accessible Media 0; 380 

CEA, and Sharp Electronics. 

See NCAM Comments at 3. 

See 47 C.F.R. $15.122@). 

381 
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164. In the DTV Closed Captioning Order, the Commission observed that viewas will be able 
to watch digital programming on existing analog displays by using a DTV c~vcr tc r .  With re@ to tht 
broadcasters’ responsibility to deliver closed caption data, the DTV Closed Captioning Order states that, 
“[Iln order for programming distributors to count captioned digital television programming toward their 
closed captioning requirements in 47 C.F.R. Section 79.1, they must also transmit captions than can be 
decoded by the decoder in that analog set.”383 Therefore, while all captions supplied with new digital 
programming should conform to the standards for “native” EM-708 style captions as detailed in the 
standard, analog captions must also be provided if a broadcaster wishes to count the programming 
towards its quarterly captioning requirements?M 

165. In the Second DTV Periodic NPRM we noted that at the time the DTV Closed Captioning 
Order was adopted the Commission had not made bmadcastm’ adherence to the ATSC A/65 (PSIP) 
standard a requirement. We stated that the standard requires the caption service descriptor to be in the 
ElTs and makes optional the presence of the caption service descriptor in the Program Mapping Table 
(PMT). EIA-708 standard requires the caption service descriptor to be in the PMT and, when present, in 
the Ems. We questioned whether a requirement for all digital television broadcasters to place the 
caption m c e  descriptor in the ElTs alone would eliminate situations in which digital television 
receivers that search for closed captioning information in the ElTs arc not able to find any captioning 
information although it is present in the PMT according to EIA-708. We believe that our decision to 
adopt the PSIP standard in its entirety along with the previous adoption of the EM-708 results in the 
caption service descriptor being present in both Ems and in the PMTs. This proposal to require the 
caption service descnptor to be present in both places will insure that legacy digital receivers that have 
been designed according to EM-708 alone could continue to find the caption service descriptor in the 
PMT and would not be rendered obsolete. 

L. 

166. 

DTV Labeling Requirements and Consumer Awareness 

The Second DTV Periodic NPAM requested comment on the need for labeling 
requirements to provide consumers with information on the capabilities of digital television equipment at 
the point of sale?” We noted that a General Accounting Office (“GAO) Report to Congress in 2002 
found that at least 40 percent of the public was unfamiliar with the digital and 68 percent of 
those surveyed did not know that when the transition ends, consumers with ana logdy  sets will be 
unable to continue receiving over-the-air broadcast television without use of an extemal digital tuner or 
converter?*’ In addition, we sought comment on whether to require a disclosure label on ana logdy  
sets or a digital conversion fact sheet to inform consumers that a conv- or external DTV tuner will be 

~~~ ~ 

DTV Closed Captioning Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 16809,y 63. 

See 47 C.F.R. 8 79. I .  

’” Second DTVPeriodic N P M ,  18 FCC Rcd at 1314-15, fl95-98. 

See ‘TELECOMMUMCATIONS: Additional Federal Efforts Could Help Advance Digital Television 
Transition,” General Accounting O a c e  Report, GAO-03-7, Nov. 2002 (“GAO Report”) at 15. 

387 Only 14 percent of those surveyed by the GAO were “very familiar” with the difference between anal- and 
digital televisions. GAO speculates that even this number may be high because consumers may be confusing 
current digital television services provided by cable or satellite with DTV. GAO Report at 16 and n. 12. 
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needed to ensure reception of television broadcast signals after stations in the consumer’s market 
complete conversion to digital-only broadcasting. 

167. In the first DTV periodic review proceeding, we sought comment on whetha we should 
require digital television equipment that cannot receive over-the-air digital braadcast signals to carry a 
label informing consumers of this limitation on the receivers’ fimctidity?m ~n the DTY TU= m e r ,  
we observed that the reluctance of the public to buy digital receivers is the problem with reaching the 
2007 target date for completing the tran~ition?’~ We required that all TV receivers with sc~een sizes 
greater than 13 inches manufactured in the U.S. after July 1, 2007 be capable of receiving DTV signals 
o~er-the-air.’~ AS DTV tuners reach the market, consumers will only buy them if they understand what 
they are and that the future utility of analog-nnly televisions is limited. We decided not to quire m that 
proceeding that television receivers that cannot receive over-the-air digital broadcast signals carry a label 
informing consumers of this limitation but we resolved to monitor the marketplace and take steps as 
necessary to protect consumers’ intere~ts.’~’ 

168. Accurate communication of the impending change from analog to digital transmission is 
a highly material disclosure for consumers contemplating the purchase of a We believe, as 
retailers and manufacturers agree, that communicating product attributes and features spur sales. We 
agree with Thompson that it is important to use the same nomenclature and definitions ind~stry-wide?~~ 
CEA has developed uniform nomenclature that appears in its Consumer Guide to HDTV,m but the 
labeling recommended has not been adopted by manufacturers and retailers on a widespreaa basis.= 

’” See First DTV Periodic Report and Order, 16 FCC Rcd at 5986,q 11 1. 

389 DTV Tuner Order, 17 FCC Rcd at 15990, a 27; See aXso Consumer Electronics Association v. Ftderal 
Communications Commission, 347 F.3d 291 (D.C. Cir. 2003). 

D W  Tuner Order, 17 FCC Rcd at 15996,a 40. 

Id. at 7 59. 

390 

391 

392 Retailers sell analog-only televisions for over $500 without prOrninent disclosure that they will not receive 
television signals without additional equipment aftcr the analog specbum is ntumed. See, e.g., 30” Philltps, 
widesmen aspect ratio, “ideal for DVD” for $599 at Best Buy, 
~http://www.bcstbuy.com/sitJolsppge.jsp?105 18262 1 1 193&Md=542 1 3 6 8 & t y p ~ = p r a d ~ ~ t ~ g q I  
d=cat03002>. 

Thompson Reply at 8 (e.& “HDTV W means “devices with HDTV displays and integrated DTV receivers” 393 

and “HDTV Monitors” means devices that r e m  a separate receiver). 

394 See “A Consumer’s Guide to the Wonderful World of H D V  in CEA exparte filed Dec. 23,2003. 

395 For example, Best Buy offers “HD-Ready” televisions, which is not a tcrm de- in CEA’s consumer guide. 
Best Buy’s website defms it as “Fully capable of high-definition @lay when connected to an optional HDTV 
source. Conventid analog TV reception is provided via a built-in NTSC tuner.” The prices for such “HD- 
Ready” televisions mnge from $999.99 (Samnmg) to $1999.99 (Toshiba). See 
~ h t t p : / / w . ~ ~ u y . c o I n / s i t e / o ~ a g e . j ~ ? ~ = 1 0 5 1 8 2 6 2 0 6 5 7 ~ d = 5 3 4 1 7 ~ ~ ~  pcrcent20 
percent20> (viewed January 29,2004). See also Bcst Buy’s Sampung ‘“I) Built-in Digital TV” for $1099.99 at 
ch~://w.bestbuy.coIn/site/olspage.jsp?id=1069302293832~=od~ (“Buibia HDTV hmcr allows you 
to receive over-the-& highdefinition broadcasts where available (HD-capable antema required). O p t i d  set-top 
box required for reception of high-definition cable or satellite prognunu@.’’) 
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Recent ex parte filings indicate that the relevant industries, manufacturers and some retailers, are 
working on improved sales materials and clear, standard terminology and an increasing amount of 
information available for consumers who research on the Intcmet or in industry publications?” 
However, much of the mass advertising and point of sale infomation remains d i n g ,  inconsistent, 
and lacks explanation of the eventual limitations on analog-only -?n We have been reluctant to 
require specific labeling and expected that manufactums and retailers would develop consistent, clear 
and uniform terminology to convey to consumers prior to purchase the features and limitations of 
television products, such as a chart of available features with “Yes” or “No” or checkmark indicated for 
each feature, including whether the equipment is analog-only and will require additional equipment to 
receive television signals after the transition?98 We are working with the parties and consumer 
organizations to develop materials and techniques for consumer education?* Therefort, at this time, we 
will not detennine whether it is necessary for the Commission to require labeling. We will reserve that 
detexmination for further consideration in the Second Report and Order in the Second DTV Periodic 
Review, which will address the interpretation of Section 3096x14). 

M. DTV Station Identification 

169. Under our current rules, television stations are required to make station identification 
annOUnCemeatS at the beginning and end of each time of operation as well as hourly.4oo Official station 
identification may be made visually or aurally, and must consist of the station’s call lettas immediately 
followed by the community or communities specified in the station’s license as the station’s location.@’ 
Either or both the name of the licensec and the station’s channel number may be inserted between the call 
letters and the station location, but no other insertion is permissible.402 

170. In the Second DTVPeriodic NPRM we proposed to require digital television stations to 
follow the same rules for station identification as analog television stations. The few commenten that 

~~ ~ 

396 See, e.g., CERC exparte (Apr. 29,2004). 

”’ For example, a sign or cling label displayed at point of sale could say: “Analog only - Not digital, will need 
separate convertex box for over-air reception.” 

”’ See, e.g., Ronald Brey Comments at 4-5 (checklist grid attachcd to the screen distinguishing HDTV &om 
analog and over-the-air reception h m  cable or satellite). 

399 A chart format could be developed based on CEA’s consumer guide, that describes the resolutim and aspect 
ratios for HDTV, EDTV and SDTV and lists them as “Best, Better, Good.” See CEA ex porte fited Dec. 23,2003 
at 10. 

4oo 47 C.F.R. 8 73.1201(a). Section 73.1705 (‘The of Operation”) of the. FCC‘s d e s  specifies whether 
commercial and noncommercial TV and radio stations may be licensed for unlimited tim operation, share time 
operation, andor specified hours operation (such as daytimc-only). 47 C.F.R. 9 73.1705. 

40’ 47 C.F.R. f 73.1201@). Digital television stations have been assigned thc s ~ m c  call letters as their associated 
analog TV stations, except that the digital station is identified with the suffix “DT.” 

402 Id. Television satellite stations must include in their station identification announcements the number of the 
channel on which each station is operating. 47 C.F.R 73.1201(~)(3)(i). 
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addressed this issue generally support this proposal.4o3 Thomas C. Smith (“Smith”) notes that many 
stations now are simply passing through digital programs provided by the network and may not have the 
ability at this point to add a local identification to their program ~ t r e a m . ~  Smith states that in the future, 
however, stations should ‘be required to do a local identification at regular intervals. WDLP 
Broadcasting Co., LLC (“WDLP”) argues that the Commission should permit maximum flexibility with 
respect to DTV station identification. This commenter argues that the Commission should pumit DTV 
stations to identify themselves using, for example, tht station’s network affiliation and channel number 
followed by the community of license, but without the station’s call letters.4os Smith also notes that som 
stations promote the channel number or the channel number and network affiliation together, while 
others promote the station’s call letters. 

171. We will adopt our proposal and require digital television stations to follow the same 
rules for station identification as analog television stations. Thus, digital stations will be required to 
make station identification announcements, either visually or aurally, at the beginning and end of each 
time of operation as well as hourly. As with analog stations, we will rquirc that the identification 
consist of the station’s call letters followed by the community or communities specified in the station’s 
license as the station’s location. Stations may insert between the call letters and the station’s community 
of license the station’s frequency, channel number, name of the licensee, and/or the name of the network, 
at their discretion. We will not adopt the proposal of WDLP to permit stations to omit the station’s call 
letters in their identification. Each station’s call lettm are unique; thus, call letters serve as the clearest 
means of distinguishing among stations. As stations transition to digital format and p v i d e  multicast 
programming, thereby increasing the number of program streams potentially available to the public, clear 
identification of tbe station providing the programming viewers are watching becomes increasingly 
important, both for viewers and for stations themselves. 

172. If a station chooses to include its channel number in its station identification, we will 
require that the station use the major (analog) channel number. As discussed above, we have decided to 
adopt the ATSC N65B standard into our One of the most important benefits of PSIP is that it 
defines specific requirements for use of ‘’major” channel numbers to provide viewers with a unifm 
methodology to access DTV services and avoid conflict with duplicative numbers in a market PSIP will 
allow viewers to see a broadcaster’s major channel number regardless of the broadcaster’s allocated 
digital broadcast channel. Thus, PSP allows broadcasters to keep their existing channel number in the 
digital world, thereby assisting viewers who have come to identify these numbers with particular 
broadcasters and preserving the investment broadcasters have made in marketing these numbers. We 
believe that it is consistent with our adoption of the PSIP standard into OUT rules to require stations 

403 See Thomas C. Smith Coummts at 5 (stating that statim identifications arc hew to both the viewer and the 
station and should not be a burden to the station); WDLP Broadcasting Co., LLC at 7 (noting that the purpose of 
the station identification d e  is to let tltc public how the essential identity of the station so the viewer can contact 
that station or the FCC about its progammhg). 

4w See momas C. smith ~ommcnts at 5. 

See WDLP Comments at 8. 

See nomas C. smith ~ommcnts at 5 .  

See section N.J.Z., supra. 

405 

407 
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electing to identify themselves by chanml number to use their major channel number, which is &find in 
the PSIP standard as the broadcaster’s current NTSC RF (analog) channel number. Thus, a broadcaster 
who operates an NTSC service on channel “26” and a DTV service on channel “27” would ust the mjor 
channel “26” in station identification announcements. We will pcrmit stations that choose to multicast to 
include additional information in their station announcements idcntifylng each program stream. Thus, a 
station with major channel number 26 might have channel 26.0 (NTSC program stream), c h e l 2 6 . 1  
(HDW) and 26.2 (SDTV). Stations may also provide infonnation in the station announcement 
identifymg the network affiliation of the program service (e.g., “WXXX-DT, channel 26.1, W Y  
(community of license), your WB network channel”). 

173. For stations simulcasting their analog programming on the digital channel, we will 
permit station identification announcements to be made simultaneously for both statiomi as long as the 
identification includes both call signs (e.g., “WXXX-TV and WXXX-DT”) if it is intended to serve as 
the identification for both  station^.^ If they chose to make simultaneous identifications for more than 
one channel, stations should ensure that these announcements arc adequate to identify both program 
streams. 

N. Distributed Transmission Technologies 

174. In the Second DTV Periodic NPRM we sought comment on whether we should provide 
for DTV stations using distributed transmission te~hnologies.~ A DTV distributed transmu ‘ sionsystem 
would employ multiple synchronized transmitters spread around a station’s service area. Each 
transmitter would broadcast the station’s DTV signal on the samc channel, relying on the pcrfannance of 
”adaptive equalizer” circuitry in DTV receivers to cancel or combine the multiple signals plus any 
reflected signals to produce a single signal. Such distributed transmitters could be considered to be 
similar to analog TV booster stations, a secondary, low power service used to “fill in” holes in the parent 
statron’s coverage area, but DTV technology has the potential to enable this type of operation in a much 
more efficient manner. ‘lo For analog TV boosters, in contrast, significant Self- inMmce will occur 
unless there is substantial tcrrain blocking the arrival of multiple signals into the same area (fop example, 
one signal from the primary analog station directly and one signal from a booster station). 

175. In addition to the fimdamental question of whether to allow distributed transmission 
technology, we sought comment on many related issues, such as whether such facilities should have 
primary or secondary regulatory status, whether we should limit the location of or area served by 
distributed transmitters, how interference to and from such transmitters should be calculated, and what 
power, antenna height, or other technical standards or limits should be imposed. 

176. Commenting parties generally support use of this technology. In particular, Merrill 
Weiss Group (“Weiss”) is a strong proponent of distributed transmission technology, citing its potential 

408 Our rules currently allow co-owned AM/FM radio stations licensed to the same community simultaneously 
broadcasting the same progammhg on both stations to make joint station identification BnnousCQIIcDtll for both 
stations. 47 C.F.R. 0 73.1201(~)(2). 

‘09 See Second DTVPeriodic N P M ,  18 FCC Rcd at 1415-1317, 

‘lo The Commission’s Spectrum Policy Task Force has rcconrmcndcd that digital tclevjsion broadcastus be 
permitted to operate single kquency low power distriiuted transmission systems within their present service areas. 
See Spectrum P o k y  Task Force Report, ET Docket No. 02-135, at p. 64 (nl. Nov. 2002). 

99-105. 

77 



Fedad Communications Commission FCC 04-192 

for improving spectrum efficiency by enabling increased levels of service while maintaining or reducing 
the levels of interference!" Wciss also indicates that urban area service can be improved when higher 
signal levels are made available from multiple directions, which can enable reception with --top 
antennas instead of roof-mounted antennas. Weiss claims that distributed transmission system will 
often use shorter towers that may avoid zoning problems and that they can be located to ovacome 
obstacles of rough terrain in some markets and urban canyons in others. Finally, Weiss suggests that 
distributed transmitters can help Illake a staged rollout of maximized service possible. MSWiNAB 
support quick Commission action to allow distributed transmission systems, either in this proceeding or 
in. a separate "fast track" proceeding."2 Others specifically suppart Weiss, including Axma, a 
manufacturer of transmitters and related equipment, WPSX/Penn State Public Broadcasting, which has 
an experimental authorization to test distributed transmission technology, and Tribune Broadcasting 
Company and Golden Orange Broadcasting, TV licensees that face specific situations where they may 
want to use distributed transmission Others, such as transmission equipment manufacturer 
Harris Corporation and Siete Grande Television, Inc., which operates four analog channel 7 transmitters 
covering different parts of Puerto Rico, also support allowing DTV distributed transrmss ' ion ~y6fems.4'~ 
Ronald Brey and Thomas C. Smith express concern that not enough is known about the performance of 
distributed transmission technology and that increased interference could be caused.415 

177. We agree with the generally supportive comments that the technology has potential 
benefits to the public and the reparted testing to date is encouraging. Thus, in principle, we approve of 
the use of DTS technology. As suggested by M S W h l A B ,  we will soon open 8 %eparate "fast track" 
proceeding to propose rules for DTS operation and to develop an adequate record 011 several technical 
and policy issues related to its use. In that proceeding, we will address the regulatory status of DTS 
facilities, limitations on where DTS facilities can provide service, and how DTS facilities are treated 
from the standpoint of interference they would be predicted to c a m  to other broadcast stations and 
interference they would receive from other stations. In addition, we will consider policy issues such as 
how to avoid situations when stations could fail to serve significant populations within their nominal 
coverage area and how stations employing DTS facilities should be evaluated with respect to meeting 
replication and maximization deadlines. 

178. While that DTS proceeding is conducted, we will allow stations to request DTS 
operation on a case-by-casc basis based on conservative parameters. Specifically, interim DTS 
operations will not be allowed if they would provide predicted service beyond a station's c w t l y  
authorized area (including its replication area as well as any maximhtion area resulting firom facilities 
ganted by a construction permit or license). An interim DTS proposal will only be approved if it is 

See Weiss Comments at 10. 411 

'I2 See MSTVMAB Comments at 32. 

See Axcera Reply at 5 ;  Tribune Reply at 4; Golden Orange Broadcasting Reply at 1; wPSx/penn State Public 413 

Broadcasting Reply at 1. 

See Harris Comments at 6; Siete Grande Cormncnts at 8. 

See Brey Comments at 5; ThoIons C. Smith Comments at 5. 

414 

415 
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designed to serve essentially dl of its replication coverage area!’6 A station’s desire to explore DTS 
operation will not be acceptable grounds for it requesting an extension of the replication and 
maximization interference protection deadline. Beyond these decisions, our staff will determine on a 
case-by-case basis the adequacy of other aspects of proposed operation (including permissible power, 
antenna height, and the acceptability of interfierence showings). We note that the record in this 
proceeding does not reflect current successful and practical operation of DTS technology. We will 
authorize additional experimentation and development work through our Special Tnparary Authority 
(STA) process. Operation under such authority will be allowed to continue while wc conduct the rule 
making proceeding. Depending upon the outcome of that proceeding, we may then convert the STAs to 
regular authorizations. 

V. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

179. Accessibility Irrformution. Accessible formats of this Report and Order (computa: 
diskettes, large print, audio recording and Braille) are available to persons with disabilities by cantacting 
Brian Millin, of the Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau, at (202) 418-7426, TTY (202) 418-7365, 
or at bmillin@fcc.gov. 

180. Papenvork Reduction Act of 1995 Analysis. This Report and Order contains new or 
modified information collection(s) subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), Public Law 
104-13. It will be submitted to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for review under Section 
3507(d) of the PRA. The Commission is requesting OMB approval underthe cmer~ency processing 

contained in this Report and Order. O m ,  the general public, and other Federal agencies are invited to 
comment on the new or modified information collection(s) contained in this proceeding. 

provisions of the 1995 Act (5 C.F.R. 81320.13) of the infibmation collection requirmnts and form 

18 1. Written comments by the public on the proposed information collection(s) are due 60 
days from date of publication of this Report and Order in the Federal Register. Written comments must 
be submitted by the public, Office of Management and Budget and other interested parties on the 
proposed information collection(s) on or before 60 days from date of publication of this Report and 
Order in the Federal Register. In addition to filing c o ~ c n t s  with the Secretary, a copy of any 
comments on the information collection(s) Contained herein should be submitted to Judith F. Herman, 
Federal Communications commission, Room l-A804,445 12” Street, SW, Washington, DC 20554, or 
via the Internet to Judith-B.Hetman@fcc.gov, and to Kristy L. -de, OMB Desk Officer, Room 
10234 NEOB, 725 17“ Street, NW, Washington, Dc 20503, or via the Internet to =sty L. 
LaLonde@omb.eoD.gov, or via fax at 202-395-5 167. 

182. Regdatoty Flexibility Act, As required by the Regulatory Flexibility AcG4‘’ the 
Commission has prepared a Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (“FRFA”) relating to this Report and 
Order. The FRFA is set forth in Appendix C. 

~~ ~ 

An acceptable application during this interim period must show that all viewers within the station’s replicated 
service area who are predicted to bc served by their current analog iransmitter would liLewise be predicted to 
receive the minimum signal strength fiom at least om DTT transmitter. 

416 

See 5 U.S.C. 5 604. 417 

79 

mailto:bmillin@fcc.gov
mailto:Judith-B.Hetman@fcc.gov
mailto:LaLonde@omb.eoD.gov


Federal Communications Commission FCC 04-192 

VI. ORDERING CLAUSES 

183. IT IS ORDERED that pursuant to the authority contained in Sections 1,4(i) and (i), 
S(c)(l), 7,301,302, 303(f), 303(r), 303(u), 303(w), 303(x), 307,308,309,316,319,324,336(~), 336(f), 
337, 330(b), 330(c), 332(c) of the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C 44 151, 154(i) and (i), 
155(c)(l), 157, 301, 302, 303(f), 303(r), 303(u), 303(w), 303(x), 307, 308, 309, 316,319, 324, 336(c), 
336(f), 337,330@), 330(c), 332(c) that this Report and Order IS ADOPTED and the Conrmissioa’s rules 
ARE J3EREBY AMENDED as set forth in Appendix B, and shall become effective 30 days after 
publication in the Federal Register except that tule section 47 C.FR Q 73.1201 that c o n k  information 
collection requirements under the PRA is not effective until approved by OMB. The FCC will publish a 
document in the Federal Register announcing the effective date for this section. 

184. IT IS FURTI3ER ORDERED that, pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 155(c), the Chief, Media 
Bureau, is GRANTED DELEGATED AUTHORITY to implement the electronic Channel Election 
Forms and the specific dates adopted in this Order. 

185. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Commission’s Consumer and Governmental 
Affairs Bureau, Reference Information Center, SHALL SEND a copy of this Report and Order, 
including the Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis, to the Chief Counsel far Advocacy of the Small 
Business Administration. 

186. IT IS FURTHER ORDERJED that the Commission SHAU SEND a copy of this 
Report and Order in a report to be sent to Congress and the General Accounting Office pursuant to the 
Congressional Review Act, see 5 U.S.C. 8 80l(aXl)(A). 

FEDERAL COMMUMCA’IIONS COMMISSION 

Marlene H. Dortch ( 
Secretary 
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APPENDIXA 
LIST OF COMMENTERS 

A. Leading Comments 
1. A&E Television Networks 
2. Access Spectrum, LLC 
3. Advanced Television Systems Committee 
4. Alaska Broadcasters Association, et al. 
5 .  Aloha Partners, L.P. 
6. American Cable Association 
7. American Corn Growers Association, (Larry Mitchell) 
8. Association for Maximum Service TelevisiodNAB 
9. Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc. (AF'SCO) 
10. Association of Public Television Stations, The corporation for Public Broadcasting and The 

Public Broadcastmg Service (Public Television) 
11. BEL0 Cow. 
12. Block Communications, Inc. 
13. Brey, Ronald J. 
14. Capitol Broadcasting Company, Inc. 
15. Cavlier Group, LLC withdrawn) 
16. Channel 3 of Corpus Chris& Inc. 
17. Civil Rights Organizations (Minority Media and Telecommunications Council) 
18. Cohen, Dippell and Everist, P.C. 
19. Collings, Tim 
20. Comcast Corporation 
2 1. Community Broadcasters Association (CBA) 
22. Communications Corporation of America (CCA) 
23. Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) 
24. Consumer Electronics Retailers Coalition (CERC) 
25. Consumer Federation of America 
26. Cordillera Communications, Inc. 
27. Courtroom Television Network LLC 
28. Cox Broadcasting, Inc. 
29. CPBMTGBH National Center for Accessible Media (NCAM) 
30, Crown Castle USA, Inc. 
3 1. Datacom Wireless, LLC 
32. Davis Television Wausau, LLC 
33. Eastern Television Corporation (ETC) 
34. Flanon Technologies 
35. Federman, Joel Ph.D. 
36. Harbor Wireless, LLC 
37. Harris Corporation 
38. HDNet, LLC 
39. Hubbard Broadcasting, hc .  
40. Kaiser, Henry J. F m l y  Foundation 
4 1. Kanokla Telephone Association, Inc., et a1 (KanOkla) 
42. KM Communications, hc .  et al. 
43. LeSEA Broadcasting Corporation 
44. Media General Communications, Inc. 
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45. Menill Weiss Group, LLC (S. Merrill Weiss) 
46. Motorola, Inc. 
47. National Broadcasting Company, Inc. (NBC) and Telemundo Group, Inc. 
48. National Association of Farmers Elected Committees (NAFEC), (Paul Clark) 
49. National Cable & Telecommunications Association 
50. National Minority T.V., Inc. 
5 1. Paxson Communications Corporation 
52. Preston, Eugene G. PhD EE 
53. Public Safety Wireless Network 
54. Sharp Electronics Corporation 
55. Siete Grande Television, Inc. 
56. Sinclar Broadcast Group, Inc. 

58. Statewide Wireless Network, New York State, Office for Technology, State Capitol, ESP 
59. Thomson, Inc. 
60. Walt Disney Company and The ABC Television Network 
61. WatchTV, Inc. 
62. WDLP Broadcasting Co. ,LLC 
63. WHW, INC. 

57. smith, Thomas c. 

64. WLNY-Tv, Inc. 

B. Leading Reply Comments 
1. A&E Television Networks 
2. Aloha Partners, L.P. 
3. Association for Maximum Service TelevisionMAB 
4. Axcera,LLC 
5. Cavalier Group, LLC 
6. Children’s Media Policy Coalition 
7. Collings, Tim 
8. Consumer Electronics Association 
9. Courtroom Television Network LLC 
10. Cox Broadcasting, Inc. 
11. DIRECTV, Inc. 
12. Everist, Donald G. 
13. Golden Orange Broadcasting Co., Inc. 
14. Harris Corporation 
15. LIN Television Corporation 
16. McBride Spectrum Partners, LLC 
17. McBride, Vincent D. 
18. MTC North, Inc. 
19. National Cable & Telecommunications Association 
20. National Public Safety Telecommunications Council 
21. Paxson Communications Corporation 
22. Red River Broadcast Co., LLC 
23. Rural 700 MHz Band Licensees 
24. Thomson Inc. 
25. Tribune Broadcasting Company 
26. WPSXiPenn State Public Broadcasting 
27. Zenith Electronics Corporation 
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C. 
1. Association for Maximum Service Television, Inc. 
2. Association of Public Television Stations 
3. Block Communications, Inc 
4. Campaign Legal Center 
5. Capitol Broadcasting Co., Inc 
6. Center for the Creative Community 
7. Children’s Media Policy Coalition 
8. Collings, Tim 
9. Consumer Electronics Association 
10. CPBWGBH National Center for Accessible Media 
1 1. Dielectric Communications 
12. Harris Corporation 
13. Fireweed Communications LLC 
14. Media Access Project 
15. MTC North, Inc 
16. Philips Electronics North America Corporation 
17. Sinclair Broadcast Group Inc. 
18. Sony Electronics Inc. 
19. Starz Encore Group LLC 
20. Thomson Inc. 
21. Waddell, J. Patrick 
22. WLNY-Tv, Inc. 

Leading Ex Parte or Late-Filed Comments 
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APPENDIX B 
RULE CHANGES 

PART 15--RADIO FREQUENCY DEVICES 
Part 15 of Title 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations is amended as follows: 

1. The authority for Part 15 continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 154,302,303,304,307,336, and 5 4 4 k  

2. Section 15.38, paragraph (b) is amended by adding subsections (13) and (14) as follows: 
0 15.38 Incorporations by reference. 

(b) 

(13) EIA-766-A: “U.S. and Canadian Region Rating Tables (RRT) and Content Advisory Descriptors 
for Transport of Content Advisory Information using ATSC N65-A Rogram and System Information 
Protocol (PSIP),” 2001, IBRapproved for $15.120. 

* * * I *  

3. Section 15.120, paragraph (c) subsection (2) is amended by revising it to read as follows: 
$15.120 Program blocking technology requirements for television receivers. 

(c) Transmission Format 

(2) Digital television program rating information shall be transmitted in digital television signals in 
accordance with 9 73.682(d) of this chapter. 

* * * * *  
4. Section 15.120, paragraph (d) subsection (2) is amended by revising it to read as follows: 

0 15.120 Program blocking technology requirements for television receivers. 
(d) Operation 

(2) Digital television receivers shall react in a similar manner as analog televisions when programmed 
to block specific rating categories. Effective March 15,2006, digital television receivers will receive 
program rating descriptors transmitted pursuant to industry standard EIA/CEA -766-A “US. and 
Canadian Region Rating Tables (RRT) and Content Advisory  descriptor^ for Transpart of Content 
Advisory Information using ATSC M65-A Program and System Information Protocol (PSIP),” 2001 
(incorporated by reference, see $15.38). Blocking of programs shall occur when a program rating is 
received that meets the predetennined user requirements. Digital television receivers shall be able to 
respond to changes in the content advisory rating system. 

* * * * *  
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PART 27 -- MISCELLANEOUS WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES 
Part 27 of Title 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations is amended as follows: 

1. The authority citation for Part 27 continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 154,301,302,303,307,309,332,336, and 337 unless otherwise noted. 

2. Section 27.60, paragraph (b) subsection (l)(iii) is amended by revising it to read as follows: 

9 27.6o(b)(l)(iii) TV/DTv interference protection criteria. 

* * * * *  
(iii) submit an engineering study justifjmg the proposed separations based on .the parameters of the land 
mobile station and the parameters, including authorized and/or applied for facilities, of the TV/DTV 
station(s) it is trylng to protect; or, 

* * * * *  
PART 73 - RADIO BROADCAST SERVICES 

1. The authority for Part 73 continues to read as follows: 

A U T H O m  47 U.S.C. 154,303,334 and 336. 

2. Section 73.624 is amended to read as follows: 

9 73.624 Digital television broadcast stations. 

* * * * *  

(b) DTV broadcast station permittees or licen- must transmit at least one over-the& video program 
signal at no direct charge to viewers on the DTV channel. Until such time as a DTV station permittee or 
licensee ceases analog transmissions and returns that spectrum to the Commission, and except as 
provided in paragraph 1 of t h i s  section, at any time that a DTV broadcast station permittee or licensec 
transmits a video program signal on its analog television channel, it must also transmit at least one over- 
the-air video program signal on the DTV channel. The DTV service that is provided pursuant to this 
paragraph must be at least comparable in resolution to the analog television statim programming 
transmitted to viewers on the analog channel. 
(1) DTV broadcast station permittees and licensees required to construct and operate a DTV station by 
May 1,2002, or May 1,2003, pursuant to paragraph (d) of th is  d o n  must, at a mhimuu, beginning on 
the date on which the DTV station is required to be constructed, provide a digital video program signal, 
of the quality described in paragraph (b) above, during prime time hours as defined in 8 79.3(a)(6) of this 
chapter. These licensees and permittees must also comply with the minimum operating hours 
requirements in paragraph (f) of t h i s  section. 
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* * * * *  

(f)(i) Commencing on April 1,2003, DTV television licensees and permittees required to construct and 
operate a DTV station by May 1, 2002, or May 1, 2003, must transmit at least one ova-theair video 
program signal at no direct charge to viewers on their DTV channel at least 50 percent of the time they 
are transmitting a video program signal on their analog channel. 
(ii) Commencing on April 1, 2004, DTV licensees and permittees described in paragraph (f)(i) must 
transmit a video program signal as described in paragraph (f)(i) on the DTV channel at lcast 75 percent 
of the time they are transmitting a video program signal on the analog channel. 
(iii) Commencing on April 1, 2005, DTV licensees and pennittees described in paragraph (Mi) must 
transmit a video program signal as described in paragraph (f)(i) on the DTV channel at least 100 percent 
of the time they are transmitting a video program signal on the analog channel. 
(iv) The minimum operating hours requirements imposed in paragraphs (f) (i)-(iii) of this section will 
terminate when the analog channel terminates operation and a 6 MHz channel is returned by the DTV 
licensee or permittee to the Commission. 

* * * * *  

3. Section 73.682 is amended by revising paragraph (d) to read as follows: 

§ 73.682 TV transmission standards. 

* * * * *  

(d) Digital broadcast television transmission standard. Effective [I20 days aficr publication in the 
Federal Register] transmission of digital broadcast television @TV) signals shall comply with the 
standards for such transmissions set forth in ATSC N52: “ATSC Standard Digital Audio Compression 
(AC-3)” (incorporated by reference, see § 73.8000), ATSC Doc. A/53B, Revision B with Amendment 1 
and Amendment 2: “ATSC Digital Televisiq Standard,” except for Section 5.1.2 (“Compression format 
constraints”) of Annex A (“Video Systems Characteristics”) and the phrase “see Table 3” in Section 
5.1.1. Table 2 and Section 5.1.2 Table 4 (incorporated by reference, see 0 73.8000), and ATSC N65B: 
“ATSC Program and System Information Protocol for Terrestrial Broadcast and Cable,” 2003. 
(incorporated by reference, see 9 73.8000) Although not incorporated by rcfkrence, licensees may also 
consult ATSC Doc. N54, Guide to Use of the ATSC Digital Television Standard, (Oct. 4, 1995), and 
ATSC Doc. N69, Recommended Practice PSIP Implementation Guidelines for Broadcasters (June 25, 
2002). (Secs. 4,5,303,48 Stat., as amended, 1066, 1068,1082 (47 U.S:C. 154,155,303)). 

* * * + *  

4. Section 73.1201 is amended to read as follows: 

$ 73.1201 Station identification 

* * * * *  
(b) Content. (1) Official station identification shall consist of the station’s call letters immediately 
followed by the community or communities specified in its license as the station’s location; Provided, 
That the name of the licensee, the station’s fkquency, the station’s channel number, as stated on the 
station’s license, andor the station’s network affiliation may be inserted between the call letters and 
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station location. DTV stations choosing to include the station’s channel number in the station 
identification must use the station’s major channel number and may distinguish multicast. program 
streams. For example, a station with major channel number 26 may usc 26.1 to identify an HDTV 
program service mid 26.2 to identify an SDTV program service. No other insertion between the station’s 
call letters and the community or communities specified in its license is permissible. 

***** 

(c ) Channel. (1) General. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, in making the identification 
announcement the call lettm shall be given only on the channel, or channels in the case of a broadcastex 
that is multicasting morc than a single channel, identified thereby. 

* * * * *  

5. Section 73.8000,is amended by revising paragraph (b) subsections (2) and (3) as follows: 
$73.8000 Incorporation by reference. 

(2) ATSC N53B: “ATSC Digital Television Standard,” 1995, Amendment 1 and Amendment 2, IBR 
approved for $ 73.682, except for section 5.1.2 of Annex A, and the phrase “see Table 3” in section 5.1.1. 
Table 2 and section 5.1.2 Table 4. 

(3) ATSC N65B: “ATSC Program and System Information Protocol for Terrestrial Broadcast and 
Cable,” 2003. IBR approved for $ 73.682, IBR approved for $5 73.9000-73.9001. 

* * * * *  

PART 9O-PRWATE LAND MOBILE RADIO SERVICES 

Part 90 of Title 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations is amended as follows: 

1. The authority citation for Part 90 continues to read as follows: 

Authority: Sections 4(i), 11, 303(g), 303(r), and 332(c)(7) of the Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended, 47 U.S.C. 154(i), I61,303(g), 303(r), 332(c)(7). 

2. Section 90.545, paragraph (c) subsection (l)(ii) is amended by revising it to read as follows: 

0 90.545 (c)( I)@) TV/DTV interference protection criteria. 

* * * * *  
(ii) submit an engineering study justifylng the proposed separations based on the parameters of the land 
mobile station and the parameters, including authorized andor applied for facilities, of the TVIMlr 
station(s) it is trymg to protect; or, 

* * * *  
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APPENDIX C 
F’INAL REGULATORY n E X I B I L I ”  ANALYSIS 

1. As required by the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980, as amended (“FSA”),”’an Initial 
Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (“IRFA) was incorporated in the Notice offioposed Rule Making 
(“NPRA4’7.4’v The Commission sought written public comment on the proposals in the WRM, including 
comment on the IRFA. One comment was received on the IRFA and is discussed below. This Final 
Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (“FRFA”) conforms to the RFA.4M 

2. Need for and Objectives of the Report and Order. The policies and rules set forth herein 
are required to ensure a smooth transition of the nation’s television system fhm analog to digital format. 
In the Commission’s DTV proceeding (MM Docket No. 87-268), the Commission stated its intention to 
hold periodic reviews of the progress of the digital conversion and to make any adjustments necessary to 
our rules and policies to “ensure that the introduction of digital television and the recovery of spectrum at 
the end of the transition fblly serves the public In this second periodic review, we revisit, as 
we indicated we would, several issues addressed in the first periodic review, and address a number of 
additional issues that we consider essential to resolve in order to ensure continued progress  on thc digital 
transition. The objective of this second periodic review is to make adjustments to our rules and policies 
to facilitate the introduction of digital television and the recovery of spectrum at the end of the transition. 

3. Formost among the steps taken in this item, the Report and Order establishes the timing and 
procedures necessary to establish a new Table of DTV Allotments that will detam@e the post-transition 
channels fix all digital stations. Specifically, the item commences a three-round channel election process 
in the fall of 2004. Licensees are encouraged to ensure accuracy of database technical information on- 
file with the Commission before October 1, 2004. The Commission will issue a Table of Station 
information (based on licensees’ on-file database information) so that station licensees will h o w  the 
DTV service populations to be used in the channel election process. In November 2004, the channel 
election process begins with all stations certifying their database technical information; and certifyurg 
intent to replicate ,or maximize on their post-transition channel. In December 2004, round one begins and 
station licensees with two incore (channels 2-51) channels elect the channel they prefer to retain for 
digital broadcasting, and licensees with one incore and one out-of-core (channels 52-69) channel elect 
whether to use their in-core channel for post-transition digital operation. In round two, expected in July 
2005, station licensees without a current in-core channel assignment elect a charmel from those available 
after round one. In round three, expected in January 2006, station licensees not yet assigned a chamel, 
or assigned channel 2 through 6, may elect a channel from those available aftex round two. Between each 
round, the Commission will announce which channels are ptected, which are in conflict, and which are 
available. Station licensees with conflicts will decide whether to accept intedcrcnce and remain on 

4’8See 5 U.S.C. 5 603. The RFA, see 5 U.S.C. fig 601-612, has been amended by the Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996 (SBREFA), Pub. L. No. 104-121, Title II,110 Stat. 857 (1996). 

4‘9 Second DTV Periodic N P M ,  18 FCC Rcd 1279 (2003). 

See 5 U.S.C. 0 604. 420 

42’ See Fflh Report and Order, 12 FCC Rcd at 12856 7 116 (1997)”, on recon., Srrvice Reconsideration Order, 
13 FCC Rcd 6860, on further recon., Second MO&O on Recon. of rhe Fiph and Sirth RdtOs, 14 FCC Rcd 1348 
(1 998), recon. dismissed, Order, 14 FCC Rcd 1 1572 (1999), recon. dismissed, Order, 15 FCC Rcd 4760 (2000). 
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elected channels or move to the next election round. After round threc, the Commission will resolve 
remaining conflicts based on relevant factors. Finally, the Commission will issue a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, expected. by August 2006, proposing and seeking comment on new DTV Table of 
Allotments. 

4. To facilitate the election process, the Media Bureau has implemented a k on ccrtain 
requests for allotment and service area changes by TV and DTV stations. Notwithstanding the k, 
stations with international coordination issues or other problems beyond their control may amend 
apphcabons as necessary. 

5. In addition, the Order finds that firm but fair replication and maximization dates are 
necessary to increase DTV service to the public and also to advance the clearing of spectrum in the 
Lower and Upper 700 MHz bands (comprising television channels 52-69). The Order establishes two 
replication and maximization deadlines. The first deadline is July 1,2005 and it applies to the top four 
affiliates in the top 100 markets. If they will remain on their digital channel assignments efter the 
transition, they must fully replicate and maximize by this date. If they will move to another channel post- 
transition, they must be serving by July 1,2005 1W/o of the number of viewers served by the 1997 
facility on which their replication was based. The second deadline, July 1, 2006, applies to all other 
statmns. If they will remain on their current digital channel d e r  the &amition, they must hlly replicate 
and maximize ng this date. If they will move to another channel post-transition, they must be serving by 
July 2006 at least 80% of the number of viewers served by the 1997 facility on which their replication 
was based. Failure to replicate or maximize by these deadlines will result in loss of interference 
protection to the unserved mas. If they have met these deadlmcs, the item would allow stations thst are 
gomg to move to a different channel after the transition to cany-ovcr their authorized maximized area to 
their new c h e i s .  

6 .  The Order does not adopt an intermediate signal requirement, but retains the 7 dB increme 
required by December 3 1, 2004, for commercial stations and December 3 1, 2005, for noncommercial 
stations. 

7. To provide additional flexibility and faimess for m y  of the stations that arc currently out- 
ofcore, the Order allows such stations & r e m  out-ofcore digital channels before the transition and 
“flash cut” to digital on their in-corc channels without losing replication or maximization protection on 
their eventual in-core channel assignments. 

8. In addition to resolving the channel election, replication and maximization issues, the item 
encourages creative and value-added programming on digital channels by removing the requirnmnt that 
licensees simulcast their analog video programming on their digital channel, while retaw the 
requirements for minimum hours of operation. This “simulcast requirement’’ could be reinstituted near the 
end of the transition if warrrrantcd. 

9. In addition, the Report and Order permits satellite stations to “flash+xt“ h m  analog to digital 
at the end of the m i t i o n ;  clarifies the interference protection parameters of broadcast stations on channels 
51-69; and requires stations to use Program and System Information Protocol (“PSrp”), “’ which will 

422 See ‘‘Program and System Information Protocol for Broadcast and Cable,” Advanced Television SystQns 
Committee, Doc. A/65B, Rev. B to PSIP for Terrestrial Broadcast and Cable (“ATSC N65B” or “PSIP”) (Mar. 
18,2003). 
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facilitate digital operations and features, including channel numbering, v-chtp, and closed captioning, and 
will establish technical requirements that will permit the TV raw system to be modified in the future. 

10. Finally, the Report and Order approves in principle the use of distributed transmission 
technologies for digital television service. Digital Transmission Systems (WI’S”) would employ multple 
synchronized transmitters spread around a station’s service m, enabling Immhstm to fill gaps m service 
coverage. The item states the Commission will open a separate “fast track” praccdng to propose rules for 
DTS operation and to address related technical and policy issues. In the interim, the Order allows stations 
to request authorization for DTS o p t i o n  on a case-bycase basis based on cotlservative parameter. 

1 1. The Report and Order defers action on whether to require point-of-sale labels describing TV 
equipment capabilities (such as, high deftntion, digital monitor only, or analog) and on the issue of how 
the Commission should interpret the Section of the Communications Act that sets December 31,2006, as 
the deadline for return of analog spectrum and establishes criteria for extensions of that deadline. The 
Order states that the Commission plans to address these issues in the near future. 

12. Summary of Significant Issues Raised by Public Comments in Response to the IRFA. 
The American Cable Association (“ACA’’) filed a comment in response to the IRFA in this proceeding. 
ACA states that the Commission’s DTV transition regulations must accommodate the unique 
circumstances and higher cost structures of smaller cable systems. In parhcular, ACA asks that the 
Commission address the following issues: 1) the disproportionate cost of the DTV transition for smaller 
cable systems due to headend and set-top box costs; 2) the disproportionate burden of dual must-cany for 
smaller cable systems due to more limited channel capacity; 3) the unwillingness of some broadcasters to 
deliver an adequate quality DTV signal to outlying arcas of their markets, and 4) the “continuing abuse” 
of retransmission consent of a handful of media conglomerates, which is constraining channel capacity, 
raising costs, and hampering small systems’ ability to develop solutions to DTV carriage. ACA urges the 
Commission to consider alternatives to its rules that would minimize any significarit econOmic impact on 
small entities, including exemption from coverage of the rule or parts thereof for small entities?= 

13. The issues raised by ACA regarding the impact of the transition on smaller cable systrms arc 
more pertment to the Commission’s pending must-cany proceeding than to this DTV periodic review. 
The rules and policies addressed herein apply primarily to broadcasters and equipment manufacturers, 
and relate only indirectly to cable operators. A copy of ACA’s comments have been associated with the 
file in the must-cany proceeding. 

14. Although we decline to address the issues raised by ACA in this proceeding, we do adapt 
herein a number of policies that take into consideration. the legitimate needs and interests of d l  
businesses. For example, the item provides for a later replication and maximization interference 
protection deadline of July 1,2006 for smaller stations (not affiliated with a top-four network) and those 
in smaller markets. Affiliates of the top-four networks (Le., ABC, CBS, Fox, and NBC) in markets 1- 
100 arc given an earlier replication and maximization interference protection deadline of July 1,2005. In 
addition, smaller stations and those in smaller markets that Will move to another channel po~ti-tion 
are permitted to serve only 80% (rather than 100%) of the number of viewers served by the 1997 

to their new channel. To assist stations facing severe financial constraints or obstacles beyond a station’s 
control that are specific to the DTV transition process, the item permits these statim to apply for a six- 

”’ ACA IRFA Comments at 1-3. 

. .  replication coverage area by the July 2006 deadline to cany-over their authorized maxlllllzed scryicearca 
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month waiver of the interference protection deadline. 

15. The Report and Order also permits certain stations with an in-corc NTSC channel paired 
with an out-ofcore DTV channel, as well as stations with two out-of-core channels, to surrender their 
out-of-core DTV channel before the end of the transition and operate in analog on their in-core c h e l .  
The item also permits single-channel DTV stations out of the core, upon Commission approval, to elect 
not to construct DTV facilities and instead give up their out-of-core DTV channel in rctum for a DTV 
channel inside the core. Upon approval from the Commission, these stations will “flashat” to digital 
operations on their incore channel no later than the end of the transition in the station’s market. This 
“flash-cut” polic 411 assist stations with an out-of-core DTV channel that are conccmcd about the cost 
of constructing .. .Ti‘ facilities outside the core that cannot be operated after the transition. In addition, 
the Report and Order permits satellite stations to surrender one of their paired channels and flash cut 
from analog to digital transmissions by the end of the transition period. This flash-cut option should 
provide significant financial relief for satellite stations, many of which are small and all of which serve 
communities unable to support a full-service station. 

16. Description and Estimate of the Number of Small Entities to Which the Proposed Rnles 
Will Apply. The RFA directs the Commission to provide a description of and, where feasible, an 
estimate. of the number of small entities that will be affected by the proposed Tbt RFA generally 
defines the term ”small entity” as having the same meaning as the tcnns ”small business,” small 
organization,” and “small government entity.”’s In addition, the term “ d l  busmess‘s bas the same 
meaning as the term “small business concc~1)’ under the Small Business Act.” A small business 
concern is one which: (1) is independently owned and opera@ (2) is not dominant in its field of 
operation; and (3) satisfies any additional criteria established by the Small Business Administration 
(“SBA”).”’ 

’’. Television Broadcasting. The Small Business Administration defines a television 
broadcasting station that has no more than $12 million in annual receipts as a small Business 
concerns included in this industry are those “primarily engaged in broadcasting images together with 
~~ 

424 5 U.S.C. 8 603(b)(3). 

425 5 U.S.C. 8 601(3) (incorporating by reference the definition of “mall bushew concern’’ in 15 U.S.C. 9 632). 
Pursuant to the RFA, the statutory definition of a small business applies, “unlunless an agency, after consultation with 
the Office of Advocacy of the SBA and after opportunity for public comment, establishes one or m definitions 
of such the term which are appropriate to tbe activities of the agency and publishes such d&tition(s) in the Fedcral 
Register. 

‘” 5 U.S.C. 8 601(3) (iacorporating by reference the definition of ”d business concern” m the S d  Business 
Act, 15 U.S.C. 8 632). Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 8 601(3), the stamtory dewtion of a small businas applies ‘‘unless 
an agency, after consultation with the office of Advocscy of the Small Business Admiaistrrrtion and after 
opportunity for public comncnt, establishes one or more definitions of such tcrm which are appropriate to tbe 
activities of the agency and publishes such definition(s) in the Federal Register.” 

15 U.S.C. 8 632. Application of the statutory criteria of dominance in its field of operation, and indcpendeace 
are somtime difficult to apply in the context of broadcast television. Accordingly. the Collllllission’s statistical 
account of television stations may be over-inclusive. 

428 See 13 C.F.R. 8 121.201, NAICS Code 515120 (adoptedoct. 2002) 
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SOI.III~.’*~~ According to Commission staff review of the BIA Publications, Inc. Master Access 
Television Analyzer Database as of May 16,2003, about 814 of the 1,220 commercial television stations 
in the United States have revenues of $12 million or less. We note, however, that, in assessing whether a 
business concern qualifies as small under the above definition, business (control) affiliationsao must be 
included. Our estimate, therefore, likely overstates the number of small entities that might be a fk ted  by 
our action, because the revenue figure on which it is based dots not include or aggregate revenues from 
affiliated companies. There are also 2,127 low power television stations o!3’ Given the name of . 
this service, we will presume that all LPTV licensees qualify as small entities under the SBA definition. 

In addition, an element of the definition of “small business” is that the entity not be dominant 
in its field of operation. We are unable at this time to define or quantify the criteria that would establish 
whether a specific television station is dominant in its field of operation. Accordingly, the estimate of 
small businesses to which rules may apply do not exclude any television station from the definition of a 
small business on this basis and are therefore over-inclusive to that extent. Also as noted, an additional 
element of the definition of “small business’’ is that the entity must be independently owned and 
operated. We note that it is difficult at times to assess these criteria in the context of media entities and 
our estimates of small businesses to which they apply may be over-inclusive to this extent. 

I8 

Cable and Other Program Distribution. The SBA has developed a small business size 
standard for cable and other program distribution services, which includes all such companies generating 
$12.5 million or less in revenue mually.”* This category includes, among others, cable operators, 
direct broadcast satellite (“DBS”) services, home satellite dish (“HSD) services, multipoint distribution 
services (“MDS”), multichannel multipoint distribution service (“MMDS”), Instructional Television 
Fixed Service (‘‘IlTS”), local multipoint distribution service (“LMDS”), satellite master antenna 
television (“SMAW) systcms, and open video systems (“OVS”). According to the Census Bureau data, 
there are 1,3 11 total cable and other pay television service firms that operate throughout the year of 
which 1,180 have less than $10 million in revenue!33 We address below each service individually to 

429 NAICS Code 515120. This category description continues, ‘These establishma& operate television 
broadcasting studios and facilities for the progrannning and transrms ’ sion of programs to the public. Thcse 
establishments also produce or transmit visual pgrammiq to affiliated broadcast television stations, which in 
turn broadcast the programs to the public on a predetermined schedule. Progranrming may originate in their own 
studios, from an affiliated network, or from external sourc.cs.’’ Separate census categories pertain to businesses 
primarily engaged in producing progmnmitg. See Motion Picture and Video Productiou, NAICS code 5121 10; 
Motion Picture and Video Distribution, NAICS Code 512120; Telcproduction and Other Post-Production Smrices, 
NAICSCode 512191; andotherMotionPictureandVidcoInduStries,NAICScodc 512199. 

430 “Concerns are amiates of each other when one concern controls or has the power to control the other or a third 
party or parties controls or has to power to control both.” 13 C.F.R. 121.103(aXl). 

FCC News Release, “Broadcast Station Totals as of September 30,2002.” 43 I 

432 13 C.F.R. g 121.201,NAICScode517510. ThisNAIcScodeappliesto~serviCeslisted,inthispatagraph. 

Econormcs and Statistics Administration, Bureau of Census, U.S. Dcpartmat of Connncrce, 1997 Economic 
Census, Subject Series - Establishment and Firm Size, Information Sector 51, Table 4 at 50 (2000). The amount 
of $10 million was used to estimate the number of small business firms because the relevant Census categorie~ 
stopped at $9,999,999 and began at $lO,OOO,OOO. No category for $12.5 million existed. Thus, the number is as 
accurate as it is possible to calculate with the available idonnation. 

433 
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provide a more precise estimate of small entities. 

20. Cable Operators. The Commission has developed OUT own. definition of a small cable 
system operator for the purposes of rate regulation. Under the Commission’s rules, a “small cable 
company” is one serving fewer than 400,000 subscribers We last estimated that there 
were 1,439 cable operators that qualified as small cable companies.’35 Since then, some of those 
companies may have grown to serve over 400,000 subscribers, and others may have been involved in 
transactions that caused them to be combined with other cable operators. Consequently, we estimate that 
there are fewer than 1,439 small entity cable system operators that may be affected by the decisions and 
rules in this Report and Order. 

2 1. The Communications Act, as amended, also contains a size standard for a small cable system 
operator, which is “a cable operator that, directly or through an affiliate, serves in the aggregate fewer 
than 1 percent of all subscribers in the United States and is not affiliated with any entity OT entities whose 
gross annual revenues in the aggregate exceed $250,000,000.’436 The Commission has determined that 
there are 68,500,000 subscribers in the United States. Therefore, an operator serving fewer than 685,000 
subscribers shall be deemed a small operator if its annual revenues, when combined with the total amdl 
revenues of all of its affiliates, do not exceed. $250 million in the agg~gatc.4~’ Based on available data, 
we find that the number of cable operators serving 685,000 subscribm or less totals approximately 
1,450.4” Although it seems certain that some of these cable system operators arc affiliated with entities 
whose gross annual revenues exceed $250,000,000, we are unable at this time to estimate with greater 
precision the number of cable system operators that would qualify as small cable operators under the 
definition in the Communications Act. 

22. Direct Broadcast Satellite (“DBS”) Service. Because DBS provides subscription services, 
DBS falls within the SBA-recognized d e f ~ t i o n  of Cable and Other Program Distribution Servi~es.4~~ 
This definition provides that a small entity is one with $12.5 million or less in annual receipts.’’’’ There 
are four licensees of DBS services under Part 100 of the Commission’s Rules. Three of those licensees 
are currently operational. Two of the licensees that are operational have annual revenues that may be in 
excess of the threshold for a small business.u’ The Commission, however, does not collect annual 
revenue data for DBS and, therefore, is unable to ascertain the number of small DBS licensees that could 

434 47 C.F.R. 4 76.901(e). The Corrrmission developed this definition based on its detemnna ’ tionsibatasmall 
cable system operator is OM with annual mcllllcs of $100 million or kss. Sixth Report und orda olld Eleventh 
Order on Reconsideralion, 10 FCC Red. 7393 (1995). 

Paul Kagan Associates, Inc., Cable TV Investor, Feb. 29, 19% (based on f i p s  for Dec. 30, 1995). 43s 

436 47 U.S.C. 5 543% 71x2). 

437 47 C.F.R. § 76.1403(b). 

438 Paul Kagan Associates, Inc., Cable TV Investor, Feb. 29, 1996 (based on f i p s  for Dec. 30, 1995). 

439 13 C.F.R. 4 121.201, NAICS codc 517510. 

*Id. 

Id. 
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be impacted by these proposed rules. DBS SefYice requires a great investment of capital for uperation, 
and we acknowledge, despite the absence of specific data on this point, that there are entrants in this field 
that may not yet have generated $12.5 million in annual receipts, and therefore may be categonzad as a 
small business, if independently owned and operated. 

23. Home Satellite Dish (“ESD”) Service. Because HSD provides subscription services, HSD 
falls within the SBA-recognized defmition of Cable and Other Program Distribution Services.”* This 
definition provides that a small entity is one with $12.5 million or less in annual receipts.” The marks 
for HSD service is difficult to quantify. Indeed, the service itself bears little resemblance to otha 
MVPDs. HSD owners have access to more than 500 channels of programming placed on C-band 
satellites by programmers for receipt and distribution by MVPDs, of which 150 channels are scrambled 
and approximately 350 are unscrambled.w HSD owners can watch unscrambled channels without 
paymg a subscription fee. To receive scrambled channels, however, an HSD owner must purchase an 
integrated receiver-decoder fiom an equipment dealer and pay a subscription fee to an HSD programming 
package. Thus, HSD users include: (1) viewers who subscribe to a packaged programming service, 
which affords them access to most of the same programming provided to s u b s c r i i  of other MVPDS; 
(2) viewers who receive only non-subscription programming; and (3) viewers who receive satellite 
programming s m c e s  illegally without subscribing. Because scrambled packages of programming are 
most specifically intended for retail consumers, these am the services most relevant to this dis~ussion.”~ 

24. Multipoint Distribution Service (“MDS”), Multichannel Multipoint Distribution 
Service (“MMDS”) Instructioaal Television Fixed Service (“l”FS”) and Local Mdtipojnt 
Distribution Service (“LMDS”). h€MDS systems, o h  r e f d  to as “wireless cable,” transmit video 
programming to subscribers using the microwave fkquencies of the M D S  and ITFS.446 LMDS is a fixed 
broadband point-to-multipoint microwave service that provides for two-way video 
tetecommun~cations.~~ 

25. In connection with the 1996 MDS auction, the Commission defined small businesses as 
entities that had annual average gross revenues of less than $40 million in the previous three calendar 
years.”’ This definition of a small entity in the context of MDS auctions has been approved by the 
SBA.U9 The MDS auctions resulted in 67 successful bidders obtaining licensing opportunities for 493 

“2 13 C.F.F. 4 121.201, NAICS code 517510. 

443 id. 

Annual Assessment of the Status of Competition in Markets for the Delivery of Video Pmpmming, 19 FCC 444 

Rcd 1606, 1655 (2004) (‘Tenth Annual Report”). 

445 Id. at 4385. 

hndment  ofparts 21 and 74 ofthe ConmnSs ’ ion’s Rules with Regard to Filing FVocedum m the Multipoint 
Distribution Service and in the Instructional Television Fixed Service and Implemntation of Scaion 3m) of the 
Communications Act - Competitive Bidding, 10 FCC Rcd at 9589,9593 (1995) (“lTFS Order”). 

#’See Local Multipoint Distribution Service, 12 FCC Rcd 12545 (1997) (“LMDS order”). 

448 47 C.F.R. 5 21.961@)(1). 

449 See ITFS Order, 10 FCC Rcd at 9589 
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Basic Trading Areas (“BTAS”). Of the 67 auction winners, 61 met the definition of a small business. 
MDS also includes licensees of stations authorized prior to the auction. As noted, the SBA has 
developed a definition of small entities for pay television services, which includes all such companies 
generating $12.5 million or less in annual  receipt^."^ This definition includes multipoint distribution 
services, and thus applies to MDS licensees and wireless cable operators that did not parhcipate in the 
MDS auction. Information available to us indicates that t h m  are approximately 850 of these licensees 
and operators that do not generate revenue in excess of $12.5 million annually. Therefore, for purposes 
of the FRFA, we find there are approximately 850 small MDS providers as defined by the SBA and the 
Commission’s auction rules. 

26. The SBA definition of small entities for Cable and Other Program Distribution Services, 
which includes such companies generating $12.5 million in annual receipts, seems reasonably applicable 
to ITFS.”’ There are p~esently 2,032 ITFS licensees. All but 100 of these licenses are held by 
educational institutions. Educational institutions are included in the definition of a small business.’52 
However, we do not collect annual revenue data for ITFS licensees, and are not able to ascertain how 
many of the 100 non-educational licensees would be categorized as small under the SBA definition. 
Thus, we tentatively conclude that at least 1,932 licensees are small businesses. 

27. Additionally, the auction of the 1,030 LMDS licenses began on February 18, 1998, and 
closed on March 25, 1998. The Commission defined “small entity” for LMDS licenses as an entity that 
has average gross revenues of less than $40 million in the three previous calendar years.“’ An additional 
classification for “very small business” was added and is defined as an entity that, together with its 
affiliates, has average gross revenues of not more than $15 million for th: preceding ca~end~ ~tars .4~ 
These regulations defining “small entity” in the context of LMDS auctions have been approved by the 
SBA.4S5 There were 93 winning bidders that qualified as small entities in the LMDS auctions. A total of 
93 small and very small business bidders won approximately 277 A Block licenses and 387 B Block 
licenses. On March 27, 1999, the Commission re-auctioned 161 licenses; there were 40 Winning bidders. 
Based on this information, we conclude that the number of small LMDS licenses will include the 93 
winning bidders in the first auction and the 40 winning bidders m the reauction, for a total of 133 small 
entity LMbS providers as defined by the SBA and the Commission’s auction rules. 

28. In sum, there are approximately a total of 2,000 MDS/MMDs/LMDS stations currently 
licensed. Of the approximate total of 2,000 stations, we estimate that there are 1,595 
MDS/MMDS/LMDS providers that are small businesses as deemed by the SBA and the Commission’s 
auction rules. 
~~ 

450 13 C.F.R. 121.201, NAICS code 517510. 

451 Id. 

452 SBREFA also applies to nonprofit organizations and governmental organizations such as cities, counties, towns, 
townships, villages, school d~~tricts, or special districts, with populations of less than 50,000. 5 U.S.C. 8 601(5). 

453 See LMDS Order, 12 FCC Rcd at 12545. 

Id. 

See Letter to Daniel Phythyon, Chief, Wireless Telecommunications 

454 

455 

Administrator, SBA (January 6, 1998). 
Bureau (FCC) from A. Alvarn, 
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29. Satellite Master Antenna Television ("SMATV") Systems. The SBA definition of small 
entities for Cable and Other Program Distribution Services includes SMATV services and, thus, d l  
entities are defined as all such companies generating $12.5 million or less in annual  receipt^."^ 
Currently, there are approximately 250 SMATV operators providing service to approximately 1.2 million 
residential s u b ~ c r i b e r s ~ ~ ~  The best available estimates indicate that the largest SMATV operators m e  
between 15,000 and 55,000 subscribers each. Most SMATV Operators serve approximately 3,0004,000 
customers. Because these operators are not rate regulated, they are not required to file financial data with 
the Commission. Furthermore, we are not aware of any privately published financial information 
regarding these operators. Based on the estimated number of operators and the estimated number of units 
served by the largest ten SMATVs, we believe that a substantial number of SMATV operators qualify as 
small entities. 

30. Open Video Systems ("OVS"). Because OVS operators provide subscription  service^^^* 
OVS falls within the SBA-recognized definition of Cable and Other Program Distribution Services!sg 
This definition provides that a small entity is one with $ 12.5 million or less in annual receipts."O The 
Commission has certified 25 OVS operators with some now providing service. Afliliates of Residential 
Communications Network, Inc. ("RCN") received approval to operate OVS systems in New York City, 
Boston, Washington, D.C. and other areas. RCN has sufficient revenues to assure us that do not 
qualify as small business entities. Little financial information is available for the other entities 
authorized to provide OVS that are not yet operatid. Given that other entities have been authorized to 
provide OVS service but have not yet begun to generate revenues, we conclude that at kast some of the 
OVS operators qualify as small entities. 

3'. Electronics Equipment Manufacturers. Rules adopted in this proceeding could affect 
manufacturers of DTV receiving equipment and other types of consumer electronics q u i p t .  The 
SBA has developed definitions of small entity for manufacturers of audio and video equipment*' as well 
as radio and television broadcasting and wireless communications equipmenLW These categories both 
include all such companies employing 750 or fewer employees. The Commission has not developed a 
definition of small entities applicable to manufacturers of electronic equipment used by co~~sumers, as 
compared to industrial use by television licensees and related businesses. Therefore, we will utilize the 
SBA definitions applicable to manufacturers of audio and visual equipmet and radio and television 
broadcasting and wireless communications equipment, since these are the two closest NAICS Codes 
applicable to the consumer electronics equipment manufacturing industry. However, these NAICS 
categories are broad and specific figures are, not available as to how many of these establishments 

456 13 C.F.R. 8 121.201. NAICS code 517510. 

457 See Annual Assessment of the Status of Competition in Markets for the Delivery of Video Programming, 19 
FCC Rcd 1606,1666 (2004) ("Tenth AnnwrlReporP'). 

458 See 47 U.S.C. 8 573. 

459 13 C.F.R. 4 121.201, NAICS code 517510. 

4M) Id. 

46' 13 CFR 121.201, NAICS code. 334310. 

462 13 CFR 8 121.201,NAICS code 334220. 
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manufacture consumer equipment. According to the SBA's regulations, an audio and visual equipment 
manufacturer must have 750 or fewer employees in order to qualify as a small business concern.- 
Census Bureau data indicates that there arc 554 U.S. establishments that manufacture audio and visual 
equipment, and that 542 of these establishments have fewer than 500 employees and would be classified 
as small e n t ~ t i e s . ~  The remaining 12 establishments have 5 0 0  or more employees; however, we are 
unable to determine how many of those have f e w  than 750 employees and therefore, also qualify as 
small entities under the SBA definition. Under the SBA's regulatiom, a radio and television 
broadcasting and wireless communications equipment manufkcturcr must also have 750 or fewer 
employees in order to qualify as a small business concern.*' Census Bureau data indicates that there 
1,215 U.S. establishments that manufacture radio and television broadcasting and wireless 
communications equipment, and that 1,150 of these establishmemts have feyer than 500 employees and 
would be classified as small entities.& The remaining 65 establishments have 500 or more employees; 
however, we arc unable to determine how many of those have fewer than 750 employees and therefore, 
also qualify as small entities under the SBA definition. We therefore conclude that there are no more 
than 542 small manufacturers of audio and visual electronics equipment and no more than 1,150 small 
manufacturers of radio and television broadcasting and wireless communications equipment for 
consumerhousehold use. 

32. Electronic Computer Manufacturers. The Commission has not developed a definition of 
small entities applicable to computer manufacturers. Therefore, we will utilize the SBA definition of 
electronic computers manufacturing. According to SBA regulations, a computer manufacturer must have 
1,000 or fewer employees in order to qualify as a small entity.*' Census Bureau data indicates that there 
are 563 firms that manufacture electronic computers and of those, 544 have fewer than 1,OOO employees 
and qualify as small entities.468 The remaining 19 iirms have 1,000 or man employces. We conclude 
that there are approximately 544 small computer manufacturers. 

33. Description of Projected Reporting, Recordkeeping and other Compliance - 13 CFR 8 121.201, NAICS code 334310. 

Economics and Statistics Administration, Bureau of Census, U.S. Department of Commrce, 1997 Economic 
Census, Industry Series - Manufacturing, Audio and Video Equipment Manufacturing, Table 4 at 9 (1999). The 
amount of 500 employees was used to estimate the numbcr of small business firms because the r c h t  Census 
categories stopped at 499 employees and began at 500 employccs. No category for 750 c m p l o y ~ ~  existed. Thus, 
the number is as accurate as it is possible to calculate with the available informatioa 

13 C.F.R. § 121.201, NAICS code 334220. 

466 Economics and Statistics Administration, Bureau of Census, U.S. D-t of Conrmcrce, 1997 Econondc . 
Census, Industry Series - Manufactwing, Radio and Television Broadcasting and Wireless corrmslnications 
Equipment Manufacturing, Table 4 at 9 (1999). The amount of 500 employees was uscd to estimSte the mrmbcr Of 
small business fums because the relevant Census categories stopped at 499 employees and began at 500 
employees. No category for 750 employees existed. Thus, the number is as accurate as it is possible to calculate 
with the available information. 

13 C.F.R. 8 121.201,NAICScode334111. 

Economics and Statistics Administration, Bureau of Census, U.S. Departmnt of Conrmerce, 1997 Economic 

4667 

468 

Census, Industry Series - Manufacturing, Electronic Computer Manufacturing, Table 4 at 9 (1999). 
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Requirements. The Report and Order requires all full power commercial and nonconm&rcial television 
broadcast licensees and permittees to file a pre-election certification form by N o v m k  2004. In 
addition, full power licensees and permittees choosing to participate in the channel election process will 
file channel election forms in one or more of the three election rounds, and may file conflict decision 
forms based on the outcome of their election. The purpose of these filings is to permit stations to inform 
the Commission of their preference for a final DTV channel. Without these election forms, stations 
could not inform the Commission of their preferred channel for'post-transition DTV operation. The 
decision as to which channel to elect for post-transition operation may be a difficult and time-consuming 
one for some broadcasters. However, channel election and the development of a new DTV Table of 
Allotments are steps integral to the digital transition. Factors that could make the channel election 
decision time consuming are not likely to be related to whether the entity is small or large. Licnuras 
qay elect not to participate in the channel election process and not file these forms and instead have the 
FCC assign them a post-transition channel at the end of the election process. 

34. Steps Taken to Minimize Significant Economic Impact on Small Entities, and 
Significant Alternatives Considered. The RFA requires an agency to describe any significant 
alternatives that it has considered in reaching its proposed approach, which may include the following 
four alternatives (among others): (1) the establishment of differing compliance or reporbing requirements 
or timetables that take into account the resources available to small entities; (2) the clarification, 
consolidation, or simplification of compliance or reporting requirements under the rule for small entities; 
(3) the use of performance, rather than design, standards; and (4) an exemption from coverage of the rule, 
or any part thereof, for small e n t i t i ~ s . ~  

35. In a number of instances, while adopting a given rule for larger entities, the Report and Order 
considers and adopts alternative requirements for small or smaller market entities to assist these entities 
in completing the digital conversion. For example, the Report and Order adopts the following 
interference protection deadlines for DTV channels within the core spectrum: July 1,2005. for affiliates 
of the top-four networks (ie., ABC, CBS, Fox, and NBC) in markets 1-100; and July 1, 2006, for all 
other commercial DTV licensees as well as noncommercial DTV licensees. Thus, smaller stations and 
stations in smaller markets are given more time to meet the inkderence protection deadline. In addition, 
smaller stations planning to move to another channel post-transition are given lesser requirements than 
larger stations. For top four affiliates in the top 100 markets, if they will remain on their digital c h e l  
assignments after the transition, they must fully replicate and maximize by July 1, 2005. If they will 
move to another channel post-transition, they must be serving by July 1,2005 1W/o of the number of 
viewers served by the 1997 facility on which their replication was bad. The second deadline, July 1, 
2006, applies to all other stations. If they will remain on their current digital channel after the transition, 
they must fully replicate and maximize by this date. If they will move to another channel post-transition, 
they must be serving by July 2006 at least 80% of the number of viewers served by the 1997 facility on 
which their replication was based, Failure to replicate or maximize by these deadlines will result in loss 
of interference protection to the unserved areas. If they have met these deadlines, the item would allow 
stations that are going to move to a different channel a h  the transition to cany-ovcr their authorid 
maximized area to their new channels. 

36. While the Commission considered applying the same deadline and replication and 
maximization requirements to all stations, it concluded that a later deadline and reduced requirement for 

469 5 U.S.C. 603(c)(l) - (c)(4)., 
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smaller and smaller market stations is warranted. In addition, to assist stations facing severe financial 
constmints or obstacles beyond a station’s control that are specific to the DTV transition process, the 
item pennits these stations to apply for a six-month waiver of the interfmnce protection deadline. 

37. In some instances, a rule was adopted applicable to large and small entities m the same way 
confemng the same bemefits upon both. In furtherance of the significant public interest in rapid band- 
clearing and to address the potential far stranded investment in facilities outside of core channels, the 
Report and Order permits certain stations with an inarc NTSC channcl paired with an out-ofcore DTV 
channel, stations with two out-ofcore channels, and single-channel DTV stations out-of-thecore, to 
surrender their out-of-core DTV channel before the end of the transition and operate in analog on their 
incore channel. Upon approval from the Commission, these stations will “flash-cut” to digital 
operations on theu incore channel no later than the end of the transition in the station’s market. This 
“flashcut” policy will assist both smaller and larger stations with an out-ofcore DTV channel that are 
concerned about the cost of constructing DTV facilities outside the core that cannot be operated after the 
transition. These entities will be permitted to surrender early their out-of-core channel and oprmte only 
in analog on their in-core channcl until they flashcut to digital-only operation on that channel no later 
than the end of the transition. The Commission considered not permitting these stations to flash-wt, but 
finally concluded that permitting this flashcut option would best advance the transition and the clearing 
of the out-of-core spectrum. 

38. In addition, the Report and Order permits satellite stations to sucnndcT one of their paved 
channels and flash cut from analog to digital transmissions by the end of the transition period. This 
flashcut option should provide significant financial relief for satellite stations, many of which are small 
and all of which serve communities unable to support a full-SerVice station. 

39. The Report and Order also adopts another waiver that will most likely benefit smaller 
stations as opposed to larger stations. The Report and Order requires television licensees that have not 
yet bccn granted an initial DTV CP to construct, within a year from the adoption date of this Report and 
Order, a “checklist” facility that conforms with the parameters of the DTV Table of Allotments and otha 
key processing requirements. The Commission will consider requests for waiver of the one year 
construction deadline, on a case-bycase basis, using the criteria for extension of DTV construction 
deadlines. Grounds for an extension must relate to the checklist facility, not the pending non-chccklist 
application. This waiver procedure permits stations facing financial hardship as well as other obstacles 
to construction of digital facilities to make a showing why waiver of the construction deadline would 
serve the public interest. The waiver is available to all stations regardless of size or income, but it likely 
to benefit smaller stations more as these stations are. more likely to encounter financial hardships in 
constructing DTV checklist facilities. 

40. The Report and Order declines to postpone the existing phased-in minimum operating hours 
for smaller and smaller-market digital television stations. However, these phased-in d a b  pennit these 
stations to step up gradually the number of hours of digital programming they offer. In contrast, top-four 
network affiliates in the top 30 television markets are required to operate their DTV station at any time 
that the analog station is operating. 

41. Federal Rules Which Duplicate, Overlap, or Conflict with the Commission’s Proposals. 
None. 
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42. Report to Congress. The Commission will send a copy of the Report and order, including 
this FRFA, in a report to be sent to Congress pursuant to the Congressional Review Act:" In addition, 
the Commission will send a copy of the Report and Order, including this FRFA, to the Chief Counsel for 
Advocacy of the SBA. A copy of the Report and Order and FRFA (or summaries thereof) will also be 
published in the Federal Register?" 

See 5 U.S.C. Q SOl(a)(lXA). 

See 5 U.S.C. Q 604(b). 
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# DTV 
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1230 

Category 
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Commercial* 

APPENDMD 
DTV STATIONS AUTHORIZED TO BE ON THE AIR 

As of July 28,2004 

With Licensed with 
STAs Program Tests 

# DTV YO On the Facw or 
Air 

100 
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82.8 
nnrmnt 

Stations on Air 

119 110 9 

1018 342 676 

373 286 182 104 

634 789 1 722 1423 

76.7 
percent 

82.6 

Non-Commercial 
Educational** 

Total 

I percent 4 * May 1,2002 Build Out Deadline 
** May 1,2003 Build Out Deadline 

A total of 843 commercial television stations subject to the May 1,2002, deadline requested an 
initial extension of time to complete construction. The Media Bureau granted 772 of these initial 
extension requests upon showings that the delay in completing construction was due to financial bardship 
or to circumstances that were either unforeseeable or beyond the permittee's control. In October 2003, 
the Commission ruled on 141 applications submitted by commercial television stations seeking additional 
extensions of the May 1, 2002, deadline for construction of their digital television facilities pursuant to 
Section 73.624(d)(3)(iii) of the Rules.'n The Commission granted the applications and extended the 
DTV construction deadline for 104 stations to six months from the release date of the Order. The 
Commission admonished 7 stations for their continuing failure to timely construct, denied their 
applications, and afforded them six months from the release date of the Order to comply with the DTV 
construction The DTV construction deadline for the remaining 30 satellite stations was deferred 
pending the outcome of this DTV periodic review proceeding!" In May 2004, the Commission granted 
a third extension of time to complete construction to five 'hetwork-filiated" television stations located 
in the top thirty television markets.475 In addition, in June 2004, the Commission granted 29 applications 
submitted by commercial television stations seeking a third extension of the May 1, 2002, DTV 
construction deadline?76 In these cases, the Commission found that the television licensees had made 
reasonable and diligent efforts to construct their authorized facilities and that the failure to construct was 

472 47 C.F.R. 4 73.624(d)(ui). 

473 Requests for Extension of the Digital Television Construction Deadline, 18 FCC Rcd 22705 (2003). 

474 Because the Second DTV Periodic NPRM requested comment OD whether the public interest would be s c r v ~ d  
by allowing satellite stations to turn in their digital authorization and ?lash cut" to DTV transrmss ' ion at the end of 
the transition period, the Commission deferred the construction deadlines of the 30 satellites stations requesting 
construction extensions pendug the outcome of the DTV periodic review proceeding. 

Requests for Extension of the Digital Television Construction Deadline, FCC 04-1 17 (rel. May 26,2004). 

476 Requests for Extension of the Digital Television Constmction Deadline, FCC 04-124 (rel. Junc 10,2004). 

475 
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due to causes that were either unforeseeable or beyond the licensee’s control. These stations were given 
an additional six months from the release date of the applicable Order to complete construction. In the 
June 2004 Order, the Commission admonished two stations for their continuing failure to timely 
construct DTV facilities, denied their extension applications, and afforded them six months firom the 
release date of the Order to comply with the DTV construction rule. In addition, in the June 2004 Order 
the Commission deferred the DTV construction date for four satellite stations pending the outcome of 
this DTV periodic review proceeding. 

Two-hundred fourteen non-commercial television stations subject to the May 1,2003, deadline 
requested an initial extension of time to complete construction. All of these stations were granted six- 
month extensions, mainly because of difficulties encountered by the stations in implementing award 
grants from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the U.S. Department of Commerce. One 
hundred thirty-two NCE stations filed requests for second extensions. One hundred and twenty-nine of 
these requests were granted and these stations awarded an additional six-month extension of time to 
construct, largely due to technical difficulties that were either unforeseeable or beyond the permittees’ 
control. Five of the second extension requests were dismissed since the statim subsequently 
commenced DTV operations. 
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APPENDIX E 

PRE-ELECTION CERTIFICATION 
FORM 

[See separate pdf file] 



DRAFT 
NOT APPROVED BY OMB 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FCC 381 

Federal Canmunialions Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

DIGITAL CHANNEL ELECTION 
FOR TELEVISION BROADCAST STATION: 
PRE-ELECTION CERTIFICATION FORM 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

A. This FCC Form 381 is to be used by 111 power TV 
broadcast licensees and permittees (hereinafter referred to 
collectively as “licensees”) participating in the DTV 
channel election process in order to provide and cemfy the 
technical information that will be used to evaluate elections 
made during the channel election process. A separate form 
should be filed for every full power TV broadcast station 
either licensed or with a ConstNction permit. Licensees 
make these celtifications regarding database accuracy and 
intent to qlicate/tnaximk to provide certainty with 
respect to their technical data for consideration by others 
participating in the channel election process. No fee is 
required for submission of this form. 

B. This FCC ~ ~ r m  must be fiicd by m - 30 days 
from publication of Second DTV Periodic Report and 
Order in Federal Register.] All TV broadcest licensees 
participating in the digital channel election process may 
make the following certifications. Licensees that do not 
submit this FCC Form by the deadline will be pnsumcd (1) 
to agree that their database technical information on file 
with the Commission is accurate and complete, and (2) 
to intend to replicate or maximiZ+, and such decision will 
be taken into account in the Commission’s detnmination of 
f d  channel assignments. 

C. This form makes references to FCC rules. Licensees 
should have on hand and be h i l i a r  with current broadcast 
rules in Title 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
(C.F.R) Part 73 ‘“Television Broadcast Services”. 

FCC Rules may be purchased from the Government 
Printing office. Current prices may be obtained from the 
GPO Customer Service Desk at (202) 512-1803. For 
payment by credit card, call (202) 512-1800, M-F, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. e.s.c facsimile orders may be placed by dialing (202) 
518-2233,24 hours a day. Payment by check may be made 
to the Superintendent of Documents, Am: New Orders, 
P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. 

D. The licensee must ensure that the Facility ID Number, Call 
Sign, and the Channel information are accurate. 

E. This form must be filed electronically through the Media 
Bureau’s Consolidated Database System (CDBS) online 

electronic forms system. Inettuctions for use of the 
electronic filing system are available in the CDBS User’s 
Guide, which can be Bccesocd from the electronic filing 
web site at: httD:/lwww.fcc.PovlmWele.hbnl. For 
assistance with electronic filing, call the Video Services 
Division Help Desk at 418-2662. 

F. The licensee must sign the form. Depending on the nature 
of the licensee, the. f m  should be signed as follows: if a 
sole proprietorship, personally; if a partnaehip, by a 

unincorporated essociation, by amcmbcT who is an officcr; 
if a governmental entity, by such duly el@ or appointed 
official as is competent under the laws of the particular 
jurisdiction. Counsel may sign the form for his or her 
client, but only in cases of the licensee’s disability or 
absence from the United States. See 47 C.F.R. 0 73.3513. 
Because the form is filed elach.onically, the signature will 
consist of the electronic quivalent of the typed name of the 
individual. See Rcport and Order in MM Docket No. 98- 
43,13 FCC Rcd 23056,23064 (1998). 

G. The licensee should provide all information r e q u e s t e d  by 
this form. Defective or incomplete forms will not be 
accepted. Inadvertently accepted forms are also subject to 
dismissal. See 47 C.F.R. 0 73.3564(b). 

general parble. if a corporation, by an offiw, for an 

INSTRUCIlONS FOR SECTION I: 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

Licendermittee Information. 
1. Item 1: Licensee or Permittee Namc, The name of the 

licensee or pennittee must be stated exactly in Item 1. If 
the licensee is a corporation, the cxactcorporatc name; i fa  
partnership, the name under which the partnership does 
business; if an unincorporated association, the name of an 
executive officer, hidher office, and the name of the 
associatiq and, if an individual applicant, the person’s 111 
legal name. 

Licensees should use only those state aMxeviations 
approved by the U.S. Postal Service. 

StatiodFacility Information. 
2. ]tern 2 : FCC Rea .&ggiQllNumber(FRNL To comply 

with the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996, the 
licensee must enter its FRN number, a tendigit unique 



entity identifier for anyone doing business with the 
Commission. The FRN can be obtained through the FC .I 
webpage at httD://www.fee.Pov or by manually 
submitting FCC Form 160. FCC Form 160 is available 
for downloading from httD://www.fcc.eov/formDaee. 
- html or by calling 1-800418-3676. Questions 
concerning the FCC Regismtion Number can be directed 
to the Commission’s Registration System help desk at 
httD:l/www.CORES@,fcc.eov or by calling 1-877480- 
3201. 

Call Sien. Licensee must enter the current call sign for its 
NTSC (analog) station or, if the licensee does not have an 
NTSC station, for its DTV (digital) station. 

Facilih ID Number. TV Facility ID Numbers can be 
obtained at the FCC‘s Intemet Website at 
www.fcc.aov/mb. Once at this website, scroll down and 
selcc, CDBS Public Acccss. You can obtain your TV 
Facility ID Number by calhng: (202) 418-1600. Further, 
the Facility ID Number is now included on all TV 
authorizations and postcards. In addition, provide the name 
of the community of license and the state where the station 
is providing service. 

Communitv of License. Licensee must provide the City 
and State for its station’s community of license. 

Itw3:cumntlYAss imed Channels (Dinital and Analog). 
For “3.a.; stations must indicate the number of their 
currently assigned DTV channel. For “3.b.; stations must 
indicate the number of their currently assigned NTSC 
(analog) channel. Single channel broadcasters should 
indicate “Not Applicable,” where appropriate. 

3. 

Contact Information. 
4. Item 4: Contact Representative. If the licensee is 

represented by a third party (for example, legal counsel), 
that person’s name, firm or cumpany, mailing admess and 
telephone/electronic mail address may be specified here. 

Purpose of Form. 
5 .  Item 5 Purpose of fig. Licensees filing their pre- 

election certification form must select “5.a” Licensees 
filing an BmenQnent to their existing pre-election 
certification form must select “5.b.” This FCC Form, 
whether as a certification or amendment, will not be 
accepted after the filing dcadline. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SECTION 11: 
CERTIFICATIONS 

Replication/Marimiition Deadlines. 
Licensees should be a m  of the replicatid-tion 
deadlines that pertain to current DTV facilities and which 

DRAFT 
affect the right to “carry over“ interference protection to 
their post-transition channel for DTV operation. 

R e p l i c a t i o m t i o n  dertirication. 
By completing the appropriate certification in this section, 
the licensee may certify its intent to construct and operate 
its allotted “replication” facilities or already-authorid 
“maximization“ facilities on its post-transition channel. 

Licensees arc reminded that false certifications may result 
in fines and loss of license. Additionally, a licensee’s 
failure to replicate or maximize to the extent it certifies will 
result in the loss of interference protection to those service 
areas not replicated or maximia6d. 

. .  . . .  1. Item 1: R e d i c o n  Certlfiapn, Licensees 
must select one of five options to indicate how their 
channel elections should be evaluated for puposes of 
interference protection analysis. 

a Use of maximized fmilitim as authorized A licensee 
certifying to operate its post-transition DTV station at 
maxlIIllzcd facilities as autbonzed ’ by license or 
constmction permit must select “a,” and provide the 
relevant FCC File No. where indicated. Stations with more 
than one maximized facility authoridon must i d m e  the 
authorization FCC File No. to be used. (Stations must refer 
to their DTV facility and m t  their NTSC facility.) 

Use of pending DTV application for maximized jicilities. 
A licensee cemfying to operate its post-bansition DTV 
station pursuant to a pending DTV application for 
nwummdfaciliticsthathasnotbeenauthonzed . becaw 
of a pending inkmtional coordination issue must select 
“b.,” and provide the relevant FCC File No. where 
indicated. Licensee’s certification is subject to the outcome 
of the international coordination. 

. .  

b. 

. .  

c. Use of allotted replication fmilities. A licensee certifying 
to operate ita post-transition DTV station based on its 
allotted replication facilities must select “c.” Stations that 

MO&O, 14 FCC Rcd 1348 (1998), will have their 
replication facilities based on the facilities established in 
Appendix B of the DWSecond MO&O. Stations that have 
changed theii DTV channel since the DTVseWnd M O M  
will have their replication facilities based on the facilities 
established by the relevant Report and Order for that 
station. 

have a changed their m channel since the DTysecond 

d. N7SC single channel stations. A licensee certi-g that it 
does not have a DTV channel allotmart and that it will 
operate its post-transition DTV station based on authorized 
NTSC license or conmucb ‘on permit must select “d,” and 
provide the relevant FCC File No. whcrc indicated. (This 
certification is only appropriate for NTSC single station 
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licensees, and is not appropriate for any station with a DTV 
channel allotment.) 

e. No replication or marimizariOn. A licensee ccaifying that 
it will neither replicate nor maximize must select “e.” (This 
certification is appropriate for licensees not certifying to 8.- 

d., above.) The licensee must indicate its authorized DTV 
facilities for which it will operate its post-transition DTV 
station, and provide the relevant FCC File No. where 
indicated. Stations must identify the authorization FCC 
File No. to be used. (Stations must refer to their DTV 
facility and their NTSC facility.) 

Database Certification. 
2.  Item 2: Database Cdfication. The licensee must certify 

that it has reviewed its database information on file with the 
Commission and that its technical information is accurate 
and complete, to the best of its knowledge. If the licensee 
answers “no,” it must submit an explanation, including 
appropriate engineering data, as an Exhibit to this form. 

FCC NOTICE TO INDIVIDUALS REQUIRED BY THE 
PRIVACY ACT AND THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION 
ACT 

The FCC is authorized under the Communications Act of 1934, 
as amended, to collect the personal information we request in 
this form. We will use the information provided in the form to 
determine the ultimate channel to be awarded for post-transition 
DTV operation. If we believe there may be a violation or 
potential violation of a FCC statute, regulation, rule or order, 
your form may be r e f d  to the Federal, state or local agency 
responsible for investighg, pstcUting, mforcing or 
implementing the statute, rule, regulation or order. In certain 
cases, the information in your form may be disclosed to the 
Department of Justice or a court or adjudicative body when (a) 
the FCC; (b) any employee of the FCC; or (c) the United States 
Government is a party to a proceeding before the body or has an 
interest in the proceeding. In addition, all information provided 
in this form will be available for public inspection. 

If you owe a past due debt to the federal government, any 
information you provide IMY also be disclosed to the 
Depammt of Treasury Financial Management Service, other 
federal agencies andor your employer to o f k t  your salary, IRS 
tax r e b d  or other payments to collect that debt. The FCC may 
also provide this information to these agencies through the 
matching of computer records when authorized. 

If you file an incomplete form, the form may be returned 
without action having been taken upon I Your response is 
required to make the pre-election process cdfications. 

We have estimated that it will take respondents on average 2 
hours to complete this collection of information. Our estimate 

includes the time to read the instructionS, look through acisting 

complete and review the f m  or response. If you have any 
comments on this estimate, or on bow we can improve the 
collection and rCmm the burden it causes you, please write the 
Federal Communications Commission, AMD-PERM, 

20554. We will also accept your comments via the Internet if 
you send them to Leslie.Smith@fcc.gov. Plcsse DO NOT 
SEND COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. 
Remember - you are not required to respm~I to a collection of 
information sponsored by the Federal govemment, and the 
government may not conduct or sponsor this collection, unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB coniml number or if we fail to 
provide you with this notice. This collection has been assigned 
an OMB control number of-. 

records,@=& maintaintherequireddata,dactually 

paperwork ~cduction Project mu, washington, DC 

THE FOREGOING NOTICE IS REQUIRED BY THE 
PRIVACY ACT OF 1974, P.L. 93-579, DECEMBER 31, 
1974, 5 U.S.C. 5528(e)(3), AND TEE PAPERWORK 
REDUCTION ACT OF 1995, PA. 104-13, OCTOBER 1, 
1995,44 U.S.C. 3507. 
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1. 

DRAFT 

Legal Name of the Licenseflermittee 

FCC 381 

City 

Not Approved by OMB 

State or Country (if foreign address) ZIP Code 

PRE-ELECTION CERTIFICATION FORM 
Must Be Filed by DATE1 

2. 

PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE 
COMPLETING THIS FORM 

SECTION I - GENERAL INFORMATION 

LicensedPermittee Information 

r 
FCC Registration Number 

Call Sign Facility ID Number 

I 

FOR COMMISSION USE ONLY 
FILE NO. 

Community of License: City State 

4. 

I Telephone Number (include area code) I E-Mail Address (if available) I 

Contact Representative Firm or Company Name 

City State or Country (if foreign address) ZIP Code 

I I Telephone Number (include area code) I E-Mail Address (if available) 

Purpose of Form: 

5. The purpose of this Pre-Election Certification Form is for licenseedpermittees to provide and certify the technical information 
that will be used to evaluate elections made during the channel election process. Licenseedpennittees make these 
certifications regarding database accuracy and intent to replicatJrnaximize to provide certainty with respect to their technical 
data for consideration by others participating in the channel election process. (SELECT O m  

a. 0 Certification b. 0 Amendment 
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SECTION II - CERTIFICATIONS 

All broadcast licensees and permittees participating in the digital channel election process may make the following 
certifications. Licensecs/permittees that do not submit this form by the deadline on page one will be presumed (1) to agree 
that their database technical information on file with the Commission is accurate and complete; and (2) not to intend to 
replicate or maximize, and such decision will be taken into account in the Commission's determination of final channel 
assignments. 

ReplicatiodMaximlzation Deadlines 

By completing the appropriate certification below, licensee/permittee may certify its intent to construct and operate its 
allotted "replication" facilities or already-authorized "maximization" facilities on its post-transition channel. 
Licenseedpermittees are reminded that false certifications may result in h e s  and loss of license. Additionally, 
licensee'dpermittee's failure to replicate or maximize to the extent it certifies will result in the loss of interference 
protection to those service areas not replicated or maximized. 

Licensee/permittee should also be aware of the following replication and maximization deadlines that pertain to 
current DTV facilities and that affect the right to "cany over" interference protection to its post-transition channel. 
(Failure to meet the replication/maximization requirements will cause the licenscdpermittec to lose interference 
protection to the unused portion of the associated area as of the applicable interference protection deadline. 
Furthermore, a licensee/pennittee failing to meet these deadlines will lose the ability to "cany ova" its intcxference 
protection to its unserved DTV service area on its post-transition channel.): 

o July 1,2005 -- Deadline for DTV licensees affiliated with the topfour networks (i.e., ABC, CBS, Fox, and 
NJ3C) in markets 1-100. Those licensees that receive a tentative DTV channel designation in the charmel 

that receive a tentative DTV channel designation on a channel that is not their current DTV channel must 
serve at least 100 percent of the number of viewers served by the 1997 facility on which their replication 
coverage was based. The number of viewers served by a station's 1997 facility on which its replication is 
based will be determined Using population data from the year 2000 census. 

election process on their cumnt digital channel must construct full, authorized facilities. Those 1' lcemecs 

0 July 1,2006 -- Deadline for all other commercial DTV licensees as well as noncommercial DTV licensets. 
Those licensees that receive a tentative DTV channel designation in the channel election process on their 
current digital channel must construct full, authorized DTV facilities. Those licensees that receive a 
tentative DTV channel designation on a channel that is not their current DTV channel must serve at lcast 
80 percent of the number of viewcrs scrved by the 1997 facility on which their replication coverage was 
based. The number of viewers served by a station's 1997 facility on which its replication is based will be 
determined using population data from the year 2000 census. 

FCC Form 38 I 
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DRAFT 1. ReplicationlMaximization Certifications 
.- 

Licensees/pemittees must indicate how their channel elections should be evaluated for purposes of interference 
protection analysis. (SELECT ONE): 

a. 0 Licenseelpermittee hereby certifies that it will operate its post-transition DTV station at maximized faditiea, 
as authorized by license or construction permit, FCC File No. 

Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing 

(Licensee/permittee must provide FCC File No. here.) 

Licenseelpermittee hereby certifies that it will operate its post-transition DTV station pursuant to a pending 
DTV application for maximization facilities that has not been authorized because of a pending 
international coordination issue. 

Typed or Printed Title of Person Signing 

(Licensee/permittee must provide FCC File No. here.) 

Licensee/permittee hereby certifies that it will operate its post-transition DTV station based on its allotted 
C. replication facilities. 

d' ' post-transition DTV station based on its cumntly authorized NTSC license or construction permit, FCC File 
License/permittee hereby certifies that it does not bave a DTV channel allotment, and will operate its 

No. 

(Licendpennittee must provide FCC File No. here.) 

e. 0 Licensee/permittee hereby certifies that it will neither replicate nor maximize, and will operate its 
post-transition DTV station pursuant to the following authorized DTV facilities: (SELECT ONE] 

1. 0 License, FCC File No. 

(Licensee must provide FCC File No. here.) 

11. .. 0 Construction Permit, FCC File No. &I 

Signature 

(Licensee/pemittee must provide FCC File No. here.) 

111. "' 0 STA, FCC File No. 

J 
Date 

2. Database Certification 

D Y E S  U N O  
Licensedpermittee hereby certifies that it has reviewed its database information on file with 
the Commission and that its technical information is accurate and complete, to the best of its 
know ledge. 

If no, licensee/permittee must attach an explanation, including appropriate engineering data, 
as an Exhibit to this form. 

I certify that the statements and certifications in this fom are true, complete, and comct to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
and are made in good faith. 

FCC Form 38 1 
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Fednrl CommuniutiOas Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

DRAFT 
NOT APPROVED BY OMB 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FCC 382 

DIGITAL CHANNEL ELECTION 
FOR TELEVISION BROADCAST STATION: 

FIRST ROUND ELECTION 

This FCC Form is to be used by full power TV broadcast 
licensees and permittees (hereinafta r e f d  to collectively 
as “licensees”) participating in the channel election process 
in order to identify an inarc  Digital Television @TV) 
Channel for post-transition DTV operation. Specifically, 
the purpose of this FCC Form 382, First Round Election 
Form, is for all licensees cumntly assigned at least one in- 
core charmel (k, channels 2-51) to make a channel 
election for their final DTV operation. A separate form 
should be filed for every full power TV bmadcast station 
either licmsed or with a construction permit. No fee is 
required for submission of this form. 

This FCC Form must be filed by [60 days from publication 
of the 2“ DTV Periodic Revim MO in the FR m] All TV broadcast licensees required to participate in 
the first round of elections of the digital channel election 
process must file this FCC Form. Licensees that do not 
submit this FCC Form by the deadline will be assigned a 
channel by the Commission for post-transition DTV 
operation. (Such assignment may be made at the end of the 
channel election process.) 

This form makes references to FCC rules. Licensees 
should have on hand and be familiar with cumnt broadcast 
rules in Title 47 of the Code of Fcdcral Rtgulations 
(C.F.R.) Part 73 “Television Broadcast Services”. 

FCC Rules may be purchased from the Government 
Rinting office. Current prices may be obtained fiom the 
GPO Customer Service Desk at (202) 512-1803. For 
payment by credit card, call (202) 5 12-1 800, M-F, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. e.s.c facsimile orders may be placed by dialing (202) 
5 18-2233,24 hours a day. Payment by check may be made 
to the Superintendent of D0CUmmtS, Attn: New Orders, 
P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. 

The licensee must ensure that the Facility ID Number, Call 
Sign, and the Channel information are accwate. 

This form must be filed electronically through the Media 
Bureau’s Consolidated D a b  System (CDBS) online 
electronic forms system. Instructions for usc of the 
electronic filing system are available in the CDBS User’s 
Guide, which can be accessed from the electronic filing 

F. 

G. 

web site at: h t t D : / / w w . f c c . P o v / ~ e l ~ ~ . h ~ .  For 
assistance with electronic f i b ,  call the Video Services 
Division Help Desk at 418-2662. 

The licensee must sign the form. Depending on the aaane 
of the licensee, the form should be signed as follows: if a 
sole proprietorship, personally; if a partnaship, by a 
general ~~IIIIW, if a mporation, by an offim, for an 
unin- association, by a member who is an officer; 
if a governmental entity, by such duly el& or appointed 

jurisdiction. Counsel may sign the form for his or her 
client, but only in cases of the licensee’s disability or 
absence from the United State& See 47 C9.R p 73.3513. 
Becausc the form is filed electronidy, the si- will 

official as is competent imda the laws of the particular 

consist of the eley2mnic equi-t of the typed name of the 
individual. See Repolt pnd order in MM Doekt NO. 98- 
43,13 FCC Rcd 23056,23064 (1998). 

The licensee should provide all information quested by 
this form. Defective or inc~mpletc forms will not be 
accepted Inadvertently accepted forms are also subject to 
dismissal. See 47 C.F.R. 8 73.35w). 

INSTRUCI’IONS FOR SECTION I: 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

Licendermi t tee  Information. 
1. Item 1: LicaLsec or P m  ’ t t e e N m  Thenameofthe 

licehseeorpcnnitteemustbeatatcdcxactlyinItem1. If 
the licensee is acarporation, theexact corporate name; i fa  
partnership, the namc unda which the pattnership does 
business; if an unincorporated rssocialion, thc name of an 
executive officer, hidhcr office, and the name of the 
association; and, if an individual applicant, the person’s full 
legal name. 

Licensees should usc only those state abbreviations 
approved by the U.S. Postal Smrice. 

StationlFaellity Information. 
2. Item 2: FCC RCP istration Number To comply 

with the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996, the 
licensee must enter its FRN number, a tcn-digit unique 
entity identifier for anyone doing business with the 
Commission. The FRN can be obtained $rough the FCC 



~ 

3. 

webpage at httd/www.fcc.nov or by manually 
submitting FCC Form 160. FCC Form 160 is available 
for downloading from b t t D : / / ~ . f c c . e o v / f o ~ D a ~ ~  - html or by calling 1-800-418-3676. Questions 
concerning the FCC Registration Number can be directed 
to the Commission’s Registration System help desk at 
htta://www.CORES@,fcc.eov or by calling 1-877480. 
3201. 

Call Sien. Licensee must enter the current call sign for its 
NTSC (analog) station or, if the licensee does not have an 
NTSC station, for its DTV (digital) station. 

Facility ID Number. TV Facility ID Numbas can be 
obtained at the FCC’s Internet Website at 
www.fcc.eovhnb. Once at this website, scroll down and 
select CDBS Public Access. You can obtain your TV 
Facility ID Number by calling: (202) 418-1600. Further, 
the Facility ID Number is now included on all TV 
authorizations and postcards. In addition, pmvide the name 
of the community of license and the state where the station 
is providing service. 

Communitv of L icmse. Licensee must provide the City 
and State for its station’s connnunity of license. 

Item 3: Cumntlv Assiened Channels (h ‘eital and Analoe). 
For “3.a.; stations must indicate the number of their 
currently assigned DTV channel. For “3.b.; stations must 
indicate the number of their currently assigned NTSC 
(analog) channel. Single channel broadcasters should 
indicate “Not Applicable,” where appropriate. 

Contact Information. 
4. Item 4: Contact Representative. If the licensee is 

represented by a third party (for example, legal counsel), 
that person’s m e ,  firm or campy, mailing address and 
telephone/electronic mail address may be specified here. 

Purpose of Form. 
5 .  Item 5: Purpose of filing. Licensees making a channel 

election must select “5.a.” Licmsees filing an amendment 
to their channel election must select “5.b.” This FCC 
Form, whether as a channel election or amendment, will not 
be accepted after the filing deadline. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SECTION Ik 
CaANMEL ELECTION 

First Round Channel Election. 
1. Item 1: Channel Election. Licensees currently assigned an 

i n a r e  channel (i.e., licensees now assigned at least one 
channel between 2-51) have up to three choices. The 
licensee may (a) elect a channel from its currently assigned 
@TV or NTSC) in-core channels; @) elect a negotiated 

DRAFT 
channel pursuant to an agrement with nuother licens#(s); 
or (c) (for certain licensees only) make no election at this 
time and instcad elect to participate in the second mund of 
electim. If making an election, licensee must input its 
desiircd channel number, where indicated, 

Tn,w-in-core licensees. All licensets currently assigned two 
ina re  channels (Le., licensees now assigned a DTV and 
NTSC channel in 2 through 51) must makc a channel 
election in this round to indicate which of their currently 
assigned inare channels (DTV or NTSC) they elect to use 
for post-transition DTV opcrations. Two-incon licensees 
electing one of their assigned channels must select “1.a” 
Two-in-core licensees may also d e  a chnmcl election 
through a proposed negotiated chanml election 
arrangement. These licensees must select ”1.b.” Post- 
transition rights to in-core channcl(s) assigned to the 
licensee for this station but not elected will be released if 
the Commission tentatively designates the channel elected. 

Two-inan licensees with two ammtly assigned low 
VHF channels (i.e., licensees now assigned a DTV and 
NTSC channel in 2 through 6) may decline to elect either of 
their assigned i n a r e  channels and choose to make m 
election at this time. Such low VHF liccnaccs must indicate 
that they make no channel election in the first mud by 
selecting “1.c.” By & i  so, law VHF liccnscu3 
hmedktely release post-transition rights to both of their 

the second round of elections. 
low VHF channels for this statim in order to prrticipate in 

One-in-core licensees. Licensees currently assigned one 
inare channel (Le., licensets now assigned either a DTV 
o r m c  channel in 2 through 51)- e l a c t i n t h i s d  
whetha to use their in-cmc ChaMel for their final DTV 
operation. One-hare licensees electing their assigned in- 
core channel must select “1 .a” One-i liccnsets my 
also make a channel election through a proposed negotiated 
channel election arrangement. These licensees must select 
“1.b.” Post-tmnsition rights to the licmsee’s currently 
assigned in-core channel for this station will bc  leased if 
the Conrmissioa tentatively designates the chmncl elected. 
One-in-core licensees may decline to elect their assigned 
in-core channel and choose to make no election atthis time. 
Such licensees must indicate that they makc no channel 
election by selecting “1.c.” By doing so, these licensees 
inrmediately release post-transition rights to their assigned 
in-core chanacl for this seation in order to participate in the 
second round of elections. 

Negotiated Channel Election Arrangement& Licensees 
making a channel election pnsuMt to a Negotiated 
Channel Election Arrangement must choose “1.b.” on the 
form. Licensees must accordingly indicate the negotietad 
channel number on the form. Note that the negotiated 
channel election b valid only upon Commwn ’ ’onapproval. 

2 
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Licensees must also complete Schedule A for negotiated 
channel election anangements. Licensees pdcipating in a 
negotiated channel election arrangement must provide on 
Schedule A the namc(s) and call sign@) of all parties 
(licenseedpennittees) to the negotiated arrangement 
Submission of Schedule A constitutes cettification that all 
parties listed have agreed to the negotiated channel election 
arrangement. The Commission may request submission of 
a copy of the Negotiated Channel Election Arrangement 
signed by all parties, if needed. The Commission will 
review the negotiated amngement for anti-competitive 
effects. The negotiated armngement must also comply with 
47 C.F.R. 8 73.623(g). All parties to the Negotiated 
Channel Election Arrangement must supply their proposed 
facility's engineering information upon request 

The licensee must indicate an alternate channel number to 
be elected for its final DTV operation in case its negotiated 
channel election arrangement is not approved by the 
Commission. 

Pending Channel Change Requests. Licensees for which 
the Commission has issued a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking with respect to a channel change request may 
elect the new channel proposed in the NPRM. 

International Coordination. 
2. Item 2: International Coordination Pendine Issue. 

Licensee must answer whether it is electing a channel that 
is subject to a pending international coordination issue. 
This is not a broad inquiry as to whether the channel is 
subject to coordination, but rather a narrow question to 
determine whether an international modination issue is 
preventing the licensee from obtaining its desired facilities. 
If yes, licensee must attach as an Exhibit to this form an 
explanation about its pending international coordination 
issue. 

FCC NOTICE TO INDIVIDUALS REQUIRED BY THE 
PRIVACY ACT AND THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION 
ACT 

The FCC is authorized undex the Communications Act of 1934, 
as amended, to collect the personal informatiopl we request in 
this form. We will use the information provided in the form to 
determine the ultimate channel to be awarded for post-transition 
DTV opkration. If we believe there may be a violation or 
potential violation of a FCC statute, regulation, rule or order, 
your form may be referred to the .Federal, state or local agency 
responsible for investigating, prosecuting, enforcing or 
implementing the statute, rule, regulation or order. In certain 
cases, the information in your form may be disclosed to the 
Department of Justice or a court or adjudicative body when (a) 
the FCC; @) any employee of the FCC; or (c) the United States 

Government is apartyto apmccdingbeforcthc body or has an 

in this form will be available for public inspe*ioa 

If you owe a past due debt to the federal government, any 
information you provide may also be disclased to the 
Department of Treasury Financial Management Service, other 
federal agencies and/or your cxnployer to ofkt your BaIery, IRS 
tax refund or other payments to collect that debt The FCC may 
also provide this information to thcse agencies through the 
matching of computer rewrds when authorized. 

If you file an incomplete form, the fonn may be reamed 
without action having been taken upon it Your rtsponsc is 
required to participate in the digital channel election process. 

interest in the proceeding. In addition, all infomnatioa pvided 

We have estimated that each respa~se to this colldon of 
infoxmation will take hrn our 
estimate includes the timc to read the imtnmom . , look through 
existing rewrds, gather and maintain the re@cd data, and 
actually complete and review thc form or rtsponse. If you have 
any comments on thisestimatc, or on how we can improve the 
collection and rcduce the burdcn it causes you, please write the 
Federal Communications Commission, AMD-PERM, 

20554. We will also accept your conrmcn$ via the In- if 
you send them to Leslie.Smith@fcc.gov. Pleaae DO NOT 
SEND COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. 
Remember - you are not rapired to respond to a collection of 
information sponsored by the Federal government, and the 
g o v m e n t  may not conduct or sponsor thii collection, unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control number or if we fail to 
provide you with this notice.. This collection has been assigned 
an OMB control number of-. 

THE FOREGOING NOTICE IS REQUIRE3 BY THE 
PRlVACY ACT OF 1974, P.L. 93-579, DECEMBER 31, 
1974, 5 U.S.C. 5528(e)(3), AND THE PAPERWORK 
REDUCTION ACT OF 1995, P.L. 104-13, OCI'OBER 1, 
1995,44 U.S.C. 3507. 

papcnvork Reduction Project m, washington, DC 
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NOT APPROVED BY OMB 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FCC 382 SCHEDULE A 

SCHEDULE A 
FOR NEGOTIATED CHANNEL ELECTION ARRANGEMENTS: 

SCHEDULE A INSTRUCTIONS 

A. 

B. 

1. 

2. 

This Schedule A is to be used with FCC Form 382, the 
Digital Channel Election for Television Broadcast Station: 
First Round Election. Complete this Schedule if involved 
in a negotiated channel election mgement .  

Submission of this Schedule constitutes certifications that 
all parties listed in Item 1 have agreed to the negotiated 
channel election arrangement 

Item 1: List of Parties to A n a n e q  t. 
Licmsee/perminee must provide the name(@, call sign@ 
and facility ID number($ of all parties involved in the 
negotiated channel election arrangement. 

Item 2: Additional Submissions. Licensedpermittee must 
provide a copy of the Negotiated Channel Election 
Arrangement andor engineering information to the FCC 
upon request. 

m: The negotiated channel election is valid only upon 
Commission approval. The Commission will review the 
negotiated arrangement for anti-competitive effects and 
significant levels of interference that would affect service to 
viewers. The negotiated anangrment must also comply 
with 47 C.F.R. 5 73.6236). 

See the FCC Form 382 Main Form Instntctions for public 
burden estimate. 
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Washington, D. C. 20554 

1. 

Not Approved by Oh4B 

Legal Name of the LicenseelPermittee 

DRAFT 

City State or Country (if foreign address) 

FCC 382 
DIGITAL CHANNEL ELECTION FORM 

FIRST ROUND ELECTION 
Must Be Filed by [DATE1 

ZIP Code 

FOR 
FCC 
USE 

ONLY I 

Telephone Number (include area code) 

FOR COMMISSION USE ONLY 
FILE NO. 

E-Mall Address (if available) 

FCC Registration Number 

Call Sign Facility ID Number 
~ 

Mailing Address 

4. Contact Representative Firm or Company Name 

2. 

City State or Country (if foreign address) ZIP Code 

I Community of License: City I State 

Telephone Number (include area code) 

3. Currently Assigned Channels: 

E-Mail Address (if available) 

a. DTV Channel NotApplicable 

b. NTSC Channel n Not Applicable 

Purpose of Form: 
5. The purpose of the channel election process is for television broadcast licensees and permittees to select an in-core channel 

(Le., channels 2-51) for their post-transition DTV operation. The purpose of the First Round Election Form is for all 
licenscedpermittees currently assigned at least one in-corc channel to make a channel election. 

a. ChannelElection b. 0 Amendment (he) 

( S m m  
FCC F- 382 
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SECTION XI - CHANNEL ELECTION 

All broadcast television licensees and permittees participating in the digital channel election proce% are required to file a channcl 
election form. LicenseedPermittees that do not submit a channel election form by the deadline on page one will be assigned a 
channel by the Commission for post-transition DTVoperation. 

First Round Channel Election: 

1. Channel Election: (SELECT ONE) 

a. Licensee/permittee makes the following channel election from its currently assigned (DTV or 

(indicate in-core channel number for final DTV operation here). 

NOTE: Post-transition rights to other in-core channel(s) currently assigned to the 
licensedpermittee for this station are released upon licensedpermittec receipt of a Commission 
tentative channel designation. 

b. u Licensedpmnitteee has entered into a Negotiated Channel Election Arrangement and, 
accordingly, makes the following channel election, subject to Commission approval: - 
(indicate in-core channel number for final DTV operation here). 

Licenseelpermittee must complete Schedule A. 

If the Commission does not approve licensee/pmnittee's negotiated channel election arrangement, 
licensce/permittee makes the following channel election from its currently assigned (DTV or 
NTSC) channels: 

(indicate alternate in-core channel number for final DTV operation here). 

NOTE: Post-transition rights to other in-core channel@) currently assigned to tbe 
licensedpermittee for this station are released upon licensedpermittee receipt of a Commission 
tentative channel designation. 

c. Licensedpmnittee makes no channel election; accordingly, licensee/permittee elects to participate 
in the second round of elections. This option may be selected only by licmsees/permittces with 
only one in-core channel or with two low VHF channels (2-6). 

NOTE: Post-transition rights to in-core channel(s) currently assigned to the licmsee/permittee for 
this station are released. 

International Coordination: 

2. Is the licenseelpermittee electing a channel that is subject to a pending 
international coordination issue? 

0 . Y E S  0 NO 
Eyes, licensedpermittee must attach an explanation as an Exhibit to this 
form. 

FCC Form 382 
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Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing 

SECTION I11 

Typed or F'rinted Title of Person Signing 

I certify that the statements in this form are true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, a d  are made in 
good faith. I acknowledge that all ccrtifications and attached Exhibits are considered material representations. I hereby waive any 
claim to the use of any particular frequency as against tbc regulatory power of the United States because of the pnvious use of the 
same, whether by license or otherwise, and request an authorization in accordance with this election form. (See Section 304 of the 
Communications Act of 1934, as amended.) 

Signature Date 

WILLFUL FALSE STATEMENTS ON THIS FORM ARE PUNISHABLE BY FME AND/OR IMPRISONMENT 
(US. CODE, TITLE 18. SECTION 1001). AND/OR REVOCATION OF ANY STATION LICENSE OR CONSTRU(X'I0N PERMlT 

(US. CODE, TITLE 47, SECTION 312(a)(1)), AND/OR FORFEITURE (US. CODE, TITLE 47, SECTION 503). 

FCC Form 382 
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LicensedPermittee Name 

DRAFT 
Not Approved by OMB 

Call Sign Facility I.D. No. 

ELECTION FORM SCHEDULE A 

SCHEDULE FOR NEGOTIATED CHANNEL ELECTION 

Licemeedpermittees involved in a negotiated channel election arrangement must complete this Schedule. The 
purpose of this Schedule is for licensecs/pcrmittees to provide details concerning their negotiated channel election 
arrangements. 

1. Licensee/permittee has entered into a negotiated channel election arrangement with the following 
licensee(s)/permittee(s): (provide name(s) and call sign(@ as necessary) 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

2. Licensedpermittee must provide a copy of the Negotiated Channel Election Arrangement and/or . 
engineering information to the FCC upon request. 

FCC Form 382 - Schedule A 


